
CRITICAL GAPS
How Shrinking America’s International Assistance Damages U.S. National Security,
Economic, and Humanitarian Interests

U.S. international assistance is a vital component of America’s ability to lead on the world stage—giving us the eyes, ears,
tools, and relationships necessary to protect our national security, secure markets for U.S. businesses and products, save
lives, and prevent threats from reaching our shores. Shutting down U.S. international assistance programs and shrinking
America’s diplomatic presence—especially in critical regions around the world—creates critical gaps in our ability to
protect U.S. national security, strengthen our economy, and counter America’s rivals like China, Russia, and Iran—while
also placing hundreds of millions of lives at risk. Here are some examples: 

Pulling back U.S. international assistance is creating a
vacuum where chaos and extremism can take hold,
threatening our national security, and increasing the
likelihood that our troops will be put in harm’s way.

Ending U.S. support in countries that were critical
buffers against extremists increases the likelihood of
terrorism and recruitment that threatens the U.S.

In Somalia, cuts to U.S. assistance, including for
security programs, could exacerbate growing threats
from al-Shabab militants in the region, potentially
fueling the group’s expansion into neighboring Kenya
and Ethiopia and allowing them to strengthen
relations with Yemen’s Houthi rebels. 

The termination of a program in Central Asia has
removed critical tools for countering violent
extremism and monitoring extremists in a region
where groups like ISIS actively recruit disenfranchised
youth, increasing the risk of instability in countries like
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

A program to increase civilian security in Northern
Nigeria was shuttered, leaving the critically important
region and its local government at increased risk to be
destabilized by violent extremism.

95 percent of U.S. assistance programs have been
closed in Senegal and Liberia—effectively shutting
down operations in countries that were critical buffers
against extremists in the region. This increases the
chances that more terrorists will be recruited to
threaten the U.S. homeland.

The vast majority of U.S international assistance flows
through or back to the American economy through
partnerships with American organizations and
businesses, creating markets for American farmers and
corporations and creating jobs here at home. 

Defunding the Food for Peace, McGovern-Dole, and
Feed the Future programs is costing American farmers
a critical market for their crops, while putting millions of
hungry children and families at risk of starvation.

U.S.-based businesses and organizations stand to lose
at least $28.9 billion from the deep cuts to U.S.
international assistance programs.

Programs in Central and South America to combat
transnational criminal organizations and drug
trafficking have stopped, including a program in Mexico
aimed at stopping imported fentanyl chemicals from
reaching the country's drug cartels.
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https://www.cjonline.com/story/news/politics/government/2025/05/13/usda-secretary-talks-trump-budget-cut-to-mcgovern-dole-food-for-peace/83513209007/
https://www.cjonline.com/story/news/politics/government/2025/05/13/usda-secretary-talks-trump-budget-cut-to-mcgovern-dole-food-for-peace/83513209007/
https://www.usaidstopwork.com/usaid-state-by-state
https://afsa.org/front-line-initiative-combating-transnational-criminal-organizations
https://ticotimes.net/2025/02/12/us-aid-suspension-threatens-anti-drug-and-poverty-programs
https://ticotimes.net/2025/02/12/us-aid-suspension-threatens-anti-drug-and-poverty-programs
https://ticotimes.net/2025/02/12/us-aid-suspension-threatens-anti-drug-and-poverty-programs
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The vacuum created by cuts to U.S. international
assistance and diplomacy is actively being filled by
America’s rivals like China and Russia, who are taking full
advantage to grow their influence in strategic regions
and emerging markets around the world at our expense.

Cutting U.S. support for global health programs shuts
down lifesaving disease monitoring and prevention tools
—increasing the risk of a new outbreak reaching
American shores—while also undermining efforts to
engender goodwill and support from strategic U.S. allies.
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Days after USAID shuttered its mission in Myanmar,
China’s name was already on the building’s door, and
following the deadly earthquake in the country in March,
China moved quickly to commit $137 million and deploy
more than 400 personnel for rescue operations—replacing
the U.S. as the leader in responding to such humanitarian
disasters.

In the wake of significant cuts to programming from the
U.S, Colombia signed a Belt & Road Cooperation Pact with
China in May, becoming the 22nd country out of 33 in
Latin America and the Caribbean to join Beijing’s
infrastructure initiative designed to expand its global
influence and market access.

China announced a new $500 million commitment to
the World Health Organization to fill the gap created by
the U.S. withdrawal from the WHO, which will give China
outsized influence over the global response to deadly
infectious diseases and setting the rules governing global
supply chains and access to essential medicines.

Russia is supporting mobile laboratories and training
disease specialists to help detect and stop disease
outbreaks in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC), which is home to one of the world’s largest
supplies of critical minerals.

Terminations of global health security programs,
including a 50-country global disease surveillance
network designed for early detection of bird flu, Ebola,
and other deadly infectious disease outbreaks, has
dismantled a critical defense against another deadly
pandemic threatening Americans. 

Recent estimates show that cuts to PEPFAR and other
U.S. global health, water, and sanitation programs
could cause more than 1 million more deaths in the
next year alone, and more than 6 million more deaths
over the next five years. These programs do not only
save lives, they serve as a significant diplomatic and
foreign policy tool for the United States, to counter
Chinese influence and advance strategic cooperation on
threats to our national security.  

Proposed cuts to Gavi, the global vaccine alliance,
could deny 75 million children life-saving vaccinations
against pneumonia, tetanus, diarrhea, polio, and
measles – and lead to a global resurgence of
preventable diseases. Every dollar invested in global
vaccination through Gavi generates a $54 return by
helping countries develop, taking pressure off migration,
creating healthier populations and more stable
international markets for American goods. 

Sudan—one of the world’s most unstable countries
with 11 million people internally displaced—is on the
brink of famine. Almost 25 million people are facing
extreme hunger. 560,000 people have been completely
cut off from life-saving support, and 80% of local aid
organizations have been forced to shut down. It’s
estimated a child dies of hunger every two hours.

In the Democratic Republic of Congo—a major source of
critical minerals and many of the world’s most dangerous
pathogens, including Ebola, as well as a persistent threat
to regional instability—a water infrastructure program
under construction in three locations was terminated. It
would have provided more than 250,000 people with
clean and safe water: now it has become a sign of
America’s broken promises. 

https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/us-pledges-2-million-myanmar-quake-china-filled/story?id=120341098#:~:text=In%20the%20meantime%2C%20it%20was%20Chinese%20teams%20that%20arrived%2018%20hours%20after%20the%20quake%20and%20more%20than%20400%20Chinese%20personnel%20are%20now%20on%20the%20ground%20in%20the%20region.%20Beijing%20has%20sent%20in%20planes%20full%20of%20supplies%2C%20providing%20%2414%20million%20in%20aid.%20China%20also%20has%20multiple%20teams%20in%20Thailand.
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/us-pledges-2-million-myanmar-quake-china-filled/story?id=120341098#:~:text=In%20the%20meantime%2C%20it%20was%20Chinese%20teams%20that%20arrived%2018%20hours%20after%20the%20quake%20and%20more%20than%20400%20Chinese%20personnel%20are%20now%20on%20the%20ground%20in%20the%20region.%20Beijing%20has%20sent%20in%20planes%20full%20of%20supplies%2C%20providing%20%2414%20million%20in%20aid.%20China%20also%20has%20multiple%20teams%20in%20Thailand.
https://www.reuters.com/world/china-colombia-sign-belt-road-cooperation-pact-2025-05-14/
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/press/dem/release/the-dangerous-consequences-of-funding-cuts-to-us-global-health-programs
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/press/dem/release/the-dangerous-consequences-of-funding-cuts-to-us-global-health-programs
https://asteriskmag.substack.com/p/forecast-series-the-mortality-impacts
https://apnews.com/article/sudan-zamzam-famine-aid-united-nations-8952684710cdbf43c8c5dc3f62a1d3ee
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/27/health/usaid-contract-terminations.html

