
168 million people in need of 
humanitarian assistance globally, 
1 in every 45 people worldwide.

Projected global poverty rate of 
7.9% in 2020, 
613.7 million people worldwide.

135 million people facing 
acute hunger in 2019.

THEN
The world before COVID

70 million people displaced 
from their homes in 2018.

World on track to meet  
Sustainable Development Goals 
by 2073.

Approximately 10,460 reported 
fatalities linked to African militant 
Islamist groups in 2019.

64 countries saw democratic 
declines and 37 had 
improvements in 2019.

Global unemployment rate of 
5.4% in 2019.

Global GDP in 2019  
was $88 trillion.

1.1 million int’l students studied in the 
U.S. in 2019, contributing $38.7 billion 
to the U.S. economy.

235 million people in need of 
humanitarian assistance globally, 
1 in every 33 people worldwide.

First increase in poverty since 1998, 
projected poverty rate as high as 9.4% 

(737 million people).

155 million people faced 
acute hunger in 2020.

More than 80 million people displaced 
from their homes by mid-2020.

World on track to meet SDGs  
by 2092.

Reported fatalities linked to these 
militant groups rose by a third in 

2020, to 13,059 deaths.

73 countries saw democratic  
declines and only 28 had  
improvements in 2020.

Global unemployment rate rose to 6.5% in 
2020, with particularly high increases in 

Latin America and South Asia.

Global GDP dropped to  
$84 trillion in 2020.

Int’l student enrollment at U.S. 
institutions declined 16% in 2020.  
New enrollment declined by 43%.
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18 months into a global pandemic
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https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-overview-2020-enarfrzh
https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/updated-estimates-impact-covid-19-global-poverty-looking-back-2020-and-outlook-2021
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000114546/download/?_ga=2.198135279.1764225692.1620659050-1570328202.1620659050
https://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2018/
https://socialprogress.blog/2019/09/18/announcing-the-2019-social-progress-index/
https://socialprogress.blog/2019/09/18/announcing-the-2019-social-progress-index/
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/threat-from-african-militant-islamist-groups-expanding-diversifying/
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/threat-from-african-militant-islamist-groups-expanding-diversifying/
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2021/democracy-under-siege
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2021/democracy-under-siege
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_670542.pdf
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2020/11/16/survey-new-international-enrollments-drop-43-percent-fall
https://gho.unocha.org/
https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/updated-estimates-impact-covid-19-global-poverty-looking-back-2020-and-outlook-2021
https://www.fsinplatform.org/sites/default/files/resources/files/GRFC%202021%20050521%20med.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/12/5fcf94a04/forced-displacement-passes-80-million-mid-2020-covid-19-tests-refugee-protection.html
https://socialprogress.blog/2020/09/10/announcing-the-2020-social-progress-index/
https://socialprogress.blog/2020/09/10/announcing-the-2020-social-progress-index/
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/spike-militant-islamist-violence-africa-shifting-security-landscape/
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/spike-militant-islamist-violence-africa-shifting-security-landscape/
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2021/democracy-under-siege
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2021/democracy-under-siege
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_767028.pdf
https://www.imf.org/external/datamapper/NGDPD@WEO/OEMDC/ADVEC/WEOWORLD
https://www.imf.org/external/datamapper/NGDPD@WEO/OEMDC/ADVEC/WEOWORLD
https://opendoorsdata.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Fall-2020-Snapshot-Report-Full-Report.pdf

