
Sandija Bayot 
World Affairs Council of Greater Houston
Chief Development Officer 
Embassy of Latvia Washington, DC 
Former Assistant to the Trade Counselor
 
Jon Bennett 
Catalyze Partners 
SVP Strategic Relationships 

Amy Berger 
American Jewish Committee 
Former Associate Regional Director, 
Dallas 

David Berzina 
InsightsEDC 
Chief Executive Officer 
JLL 
Vice President

Ann Marie Blackmon 
Texas International Education Consortium 
(TIEC) 
Program Specialist 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader
 
Hon. Dennis Bonnen 
Texas House of Representatives 
Former Speaker (2019-2021) 
R&K Distributors 
President of Business Strategy

Maria Elena Bottazzi, PhD 
Baylor College of Medicine 
Associate Dean, National School of 
Tropical Medicine 
Professor, Departments of Pediatrics, 
Molecular Virology & Microbiology 
Co-Head, Section of Pediatric Tropical 
Medicine and Texas Children’s Center for 
Vaccine Development 

Nelson Bowman, III 
UNICEF USA 
Senior Managing Director, Philanthropy 

Eric Botts 
Global Cybersecurity Program, University 
of St. Thomas 
Director 

Stuart Bowen 
Bowen Partners 
Founder and Principal 
Texas Health and Human Services 
Commission 
Former Inspector General (2015-2017) 
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Steve Ahlenius 
San Angelo Chamber of Commerce
President & CEO 

Farha Ahmed 
Fort Bend Voters League 
General Counsel 

Chad Allen 
Convenit Group 
Founder & CEO 

Julian Alvarez 
Lone Star National Bank 
Senior Vice President 
Texas Workforce Commission 
Former Commissioner Representing 
Labor 

Ish Arebalos 
Coca-Cola Company, North America 
Director of Public Affairs, 
Communications, & Sustainability 

Maj. Gen. Juan Ayala* 
City of San Antonio 
Director, Office of Military 
and Veteran Affairs 
U.S. Marine Corps 
Retired 

Azhar Azeez 
Muslim Aid USA 
CEO 

Armen Babajanian 
World Affairs Council of San Antonio 
Executive Director 

Geoff Bailey 
Oncor Electric Delivery 
Communications Director 

Michael Bailey 
George W. Bush Institute 
Senior Program Manager 

Jon Barela 
Borderplex Alliance 
President and CEO
 
Arturo Barrio 
The University of Texas at El Paso 
Assistant VP for Int’l Relations

Angelique Bartholomew 
Intuitive Global Consulting 
Principal 

 

Bill Brannon 
Democratic Party of Texas 
Former Executive Director 

Hon. Bob Bruggeman 
City of Texarkana, TX 
Mayor 

Dr. Stephen Bunt
UT Southwestern Medical Center
Assistant Professor

Maria Calderon-Porter 
Texas A&M International University 
Assistant Vice-President, Global Initiatives

Steven Calhoun 
Bayor Corporation 
Head of Regional Breading & Global 
Cotton 

Byron Campbell 
Capitol Insights 
Senior Partner 

Carlo Capua 
Sister Cities International 
Chair 
The Rainwater Charitable Foundation 
Senior Principal 
City of Fort Worth, TX 
Former Chief of Strategy and Innovation
 
Sarah Carabias-Rush 
greater:SATX 
Chief Economic Development Officer 

James Cargas 
Green Energy Law LLC 
Managing Attorney 

Ramiro Cavazos 
US Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
President & CEO 

JJ Cawelti 
National Interscholastic Cycling 
Association 
Executive Director, Texas League 

Joseph Cerami, Ph.D.* 
US Army War College, Department of 
National Security & Strategy 
Former Chair (1998-2001) 
US Army 
Colonel, Retired 
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understand that Texas wins when America leads in the world with

 strategic investments in development and diplomacy, alongside defense. 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Secretary (1993-1997) 
City of San Antonio, Mayor (1981-1989) 

Co-Chair Hon. Henry Cisneros
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Amanda Childress 
World Vision 
VP-Partnership Leader 

Carol Clary Holmes 
HelmsBriscoe 
Director, Global Accounts 

Katie Cook Romano 
Archer Center, University of Texas 
System Director 

Dr. Kathleen Cooper 
SMU Tower Center for Political Studies 
Director of International Politics and 
Economics, Senior Fellow 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Former Under Secretary for Economic 
Affairs (2001-2005) 

Dylan Corbett 
Hope Border Institute 
Executive Director 

Steve Cotton 
Cotton Wealth Management Associates 
LLC 
President 

Ambassador James Creagan 
University of the Incarnate Word 
Ambassador in Residence, Department 
of Political Science 
Former U.S. Ambassador to Honduras 
(1996-1999) 

Ambassador Ryan Crocker 
Texas A&M University 
Former Dean of the Bush School of 
Government and Public Service 
Former U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Pakistan, Syria, Kuwait, and 
Lebanon 

Sarah Cruz 
ACLU of Texas 
Border and Immigrants Rights Strategist
 
Beth Cubriel 
Michael Best Strategies 
Director 
Republican Party of Texas 
Former Executive Director (2012-2015)

Randy Cubriel 
Law Offices of Randy Cubriel, P.C. 
Attorney and Counselor at Law 

Joanne Cummings 
Baylor University 
Director of Middle East Studies and 
Lecturer of Political Science 

Matt Curtis 
Smart City Policy Group 
Founder 

Hon. Jim Darling 
City of McAllen, Texas 
Former Mayor (2013-2021) 

Jeanelle Davis 
The Rainwater Charitable Foundation 
Senior Principal 
Former U.S. Foreign Service Officer 

Merrill Davis 
Texas 2036 
Vice President of Communications
 
Minal Davis 
HeneKom Group 
Founder & CEO 

Richard Dayoub 
Thunderbird Management Consulting 
Chief Executive Officer 

Lena Denman 
Arlene Campbell Humanitarian 
Foundation 
President 

Mike Dietz 
National Defense Industrial Association 
Lone Star Chapter 
Former President 

Robert S. Driegert 
Dallas County Republican Party 
Former Chairman (1992-2002)

Bethany Dunn 
Burns & McDonnell 
Executive Assistant 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader 

Kellie Duhr 
Sazerac Company 
Vice President, State Government 
Relations 

Darcie Durham 
HTX Labs 
Vice President of State Government 
Relations 

Bret Erickson 
Little Bear Produce 
Executive Vice President 
Texas International Produce Association 
Former President & CEO 

Sarah Evans 
Well Aware 
Founder and Chair 
Well Beyond 
Co-Founder & CEO 

Fang Fang 
Big Plan 
Chief Executive Officer 

Col. Tim Farrell* 
Greater San Antonio Chamber of
Commerce
Vice President of Military Affairs,
Aerospace & Cybersecurity
US Air Force 
Retired 

Loretta Fellers 
Dell EMC Global Business Operations 
VP, Customer and Partner Success 

David Firestein 
George H. W. Bush Foundation for 
U.S.-China Relations 
President & CEO 

Hon. William H. “Bill” Flores, CPA 
Serolf Technologies LLC 
Chair & CEO 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Former Member (2011-2021) 

Henry Florsheim 
City of Cedar Hill, Texas 
Director of Economic Development 

Charles Foster 
Foster LLP 
Chairman 

Eric Fox 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 
Former Director, Government Relations

Brandon Friedman * 
The McPherson Square Group 
Chief Executive Officer 
Rakkasan Tea Company 
Founder & CEO 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
Former Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Public Affairs 

Kamal Fulani 
US India Chamber of Commerce DFW 
Executive Director 

Dr. Linda Garcia 
2INgage 
Executive Director and Senior Vice 
President 

Hon. Richard Garcia 
Law Offices of Garcia, Quintanilla & 
Palacios 
Senior Partner 
City of Edinburg, TX 
Former Mayor (2009-2017) 

Ryan Garcia 
JES Holdings, LLC 
Development Manager 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader
 
Smiley Garcia* 
Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center 
Sr. Director of Governmental Relations
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Dr. Stephen Gardner 
Baylor University 
Professor Emeritus of Economics 

Damien Garza 
Electronic Services Unlimited 
President 

Jeff Gault* 
Army Scholarship Foundation 
Chairman & CEO 

Kathleen Gibson 
Southwestern Medical Foundation 
Past President & CEO, Advisor 

Hon. Helen Giddings 
The Republic of South Africa 
Honorary Consul 
Texas House of Representatives 
Former State Representative 
(1993-2019) 

Tony Gius 
McGuireWoods Consulting 
Senior Vice President 

Richard Glancey 
Texas Facilities Commission 
Director, Government Affairs and 
External Communications 
Glancey Public Affairs, LLC 
Managing Member 

Maj. Gen. David P. Glaser 
Sam Houston State University 
Chief Strategy Officer 
Altiora Global Solutions 
Founder & President 
US Army 
Retired 

Matt Glazer 
Blue Sky Partners 
Co-Founder/ Chief Strategy Officer 
Mission Capital 
Affiliate Consultant 
Trinity University 
Entrepreneur In Residence, Adjunct 
Professor 

Neel Gonuguntla 
Dallas Venture Capital 
Advisor 
US India Chamber of Commerce DFW 
Executive Board Member & 
Former President 

John Gonzales 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director, Government Affairs
 
Rev. Mark Gonzales 
U.S. Hispanic Action Network 
Founder and President 

Tommy Gonzalez* 
City of Midland, TX 
City Manager 
US Army 

Judge Woodrow “Woody” Gossom, Jr. 
Wichita County 
County Judge 

Christopher P. Graves 
City of Dallas, TX 
Human Rights Officer 

Reggie Gray 
Houston Intercontinental Chamber of
Commerce 
President 

Hon. Gene Green 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Former Member (1992-2017) 

Maj. Gen. Darrell Guthrie* 
Law Office of Darrell J. Guthrie, PLLC 
Managing Member 
Public International Law & Policy Group 
Senior Peace Fellow 
U.S. Army 
Retired 

Bianca Guevara Magallanez 
City of Antonio 
Senior Program Analyst 

Kelly R Hall 
Longview Chamber of Commerce 
President & CEO 

Dr. Steven L. Hall 
Ecompex, Inc. 
Chief of Staff 
US Air Force 
Retired 

David Hamilton
University of North Texas
Executive Director

Dan Hamilton* 
ICON 
Special Assistant 
Former Special Advisor to the Texas 
Land Commission 

Hon. Linda Harper-Brown 
Texas House of Representatives 
Former State Representative 
(2003-2015) 

Jake Harriman 
Nuru International 
Founder & CEO 

Darren Harrington 
Steptoe & Johnson PLLC 
Member 

Rush Harris, CEcD 
Marshall Economic Development 
Executive Director 

Robert T. Hastings, Jr.* 
Robert Hastings & Associates 
Principal 
US Department of Defense 
Former Principal Deputy Assistant to the
Secretary of Defense 

Tam Reed Hawkins 
Greater Austin Black Chamber of 
Commerce 
President & CEO 

Jeff Haynes* 
Global 21 Strategic Solutions 
President 
US Marine Corps Colonel 
Retired 

Robert Hayward II* 
Genesis Consolidated Industries, Inc 
Co-Founder & CEO 
US Army 
Retired 

Dennis Head 
SK & Co. Oil and Gas Partners 
President 

Elaine Head 
SK Oil and Gas Management 
Founder & CEO 
Greater Dallas Prayer Ministry 
Board Member

Jesse Hereford 
Director of Public Affairs 
North American Development Bank

Christopher Herring* 
Global Chamber Texas 
Executive Director 
US Air Force 
Retired 

Dr. Robin Hickerson 
Texarkana Chamber of Commerce 
President & CEO 

Beverly Hill
Gendercide Awareness Project
Founder & President 

Dr. Michael Hole 
The University of Texas at Austin 
Executive Director, The Impact Factory &
Associate Professor 
US Air Force 
Captain 

Hon. Justin Holland 
Texas House of Representatives 
State Representative, District 33 

John D. Holmes 
Forcepoint LLC 
Chief Legal Officer & Corporate 
Secretary 

3 



Texas Advisory Committee 

Peter Hotez, M.D., Ph.D. 
Baylor College of Medicine 
Professor & Dean, National School of 
Tropical Medicine 
Texas Children’s Hospital 
Endowed Chair in Tropical Pediatrics & 
Co-Director, Center for Vaccine 
Development 

Jenson Hu
Sibylline Ltd
Embedded Analyst, Global Risk
Intelligence

Ambassador Robert Hutchings, Ph.D. 
University of Texas at Austin 
Walt and Elspeth Rostow Chair 
in National Security 
Professor Emeritus of Public Affairs 
Former Dean LBJ School of Public
Affairs 

Gerardo Interiano 
Google 
Community & Government Affairs
Manager 

Hon. Frank Jackson* 
Texas A&M University System 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for State 
Relations 
City of Prairie View, TX 
Former Mayor 
US Navy 
Retired 

Mabrie Jackson 
Kingdom of the Netherlands 
Honorary Consul 
H-E-B/Central Market 
Director of Public Affairs 

Kyle Jacobson 
Allen Fairview Chamber of Commerce 
CEO 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader 

Ivan Jaime 
Walmart 
Director of Government & Public Affairs 

Bob Jameson 
Visit Fort Worth 
President & CEO 

Dr. Abraham Jaquez 
Baptist University of the Américas 
President 

Jacques Jean
TechFides
Founder & CEO

Rand Jenkins 
On Mission Network 
CEO 
Texans on Mission 
Chief Strategy Officer 

Andrew Johnsen 
COLUMBIA Strategic Consulting Group 
Founding Partner & CEO 

Rev. Charles Johnson 
Pastors for Texas Children 
Executive Director 

Hon. Eric Johnson 
City of Dallas, TX 
Mayor 
Texas House of Representatives 
Former State Representative 
(2010-2019)

Hannah Johnson 
George W. Bush Presidential Center
Deputy Director, Global Policy

Dr. Mark P. Jones 
Rice University 
Chair, Latin American Studies & 
Professor of Political Science 

Hon. Jungus Jordan* 
City of Fort Worth, TX 
Former City Councilmember 
(2005-2021) 
US Air Force 
Retired 

Ambassador Robert W. Jordan* 
Southern Methodist University, John G.
Tower Center for Political Studies
Diplomat in Residence 
Former U.S. Ambassador to Saudi Arabia
(2001-2003) 
US Navy 
Retired 

Aditi Joshi
UNA Austin
Executive Director

Benedict “Ben” Kazora 
Tanzanian American Chamber of 
Commerce 
President & CEO 

Kerry Kelton 
MidSouth Synergy 
General Manager & CEO 

Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Kendall* 
JBK Integrated Solutions, LLC 
President 
The Circle 
Chief Executive Officer 
US Air Force 
Retired 

Kat Khosrowyar 
American Chemistry Council 
Associate Director, Regulatory & 
Scientific Affairs 

Margie Kidd 
GlobalAustin 
Executive Director Emeritus 

Scott Kim 
The University of Arizona Global Campus 
Associate Faculty of Criminal Justice 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader 

Megan Kirk 
Oak Hill Academy of Dallas, TX 
Middle School Mathematics Teacher 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader

Ambassador Ronald Kirk 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP 
Senior Of Counsel 
16th US Trade Representative 
(2009-2013) 
City of Dallas, TX 
Former Mayor (1995-2001) 

Joseph Kopser* 
Grayline Group 
President 
University of Texas at Austin 
Special Advisor, Military Leadership and
Strategy Policy 
US Army 
Retired 

Jeremy Lane 
TTI, Inc. 
Corporate Vice President, Change 
Management & Strategic Transformation 
Executive Council for Leading Change
Member 
Industrial Advisory Board, University of
Texas at Dallas 
Member 

Annette Soto Landeros 
Fort Worth Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
President and CEO 

John LaRue 
United Corpus Christi Chamber of 
Commerce 
Former President & CEO 

Joshua Lawton-Belous* 
Squared Compass 
Managing Partner 
US Army 
Retired 

James W. Le Duc, Ph.D.* 
Galveston National Laboratory 
University of Texas Medical Branch 
Director 

Robin J. Lerner 
Microsoft 
Senior Director Academic Engagement 
Former Acting Director & Senior Advisor to
the U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for Global
Women’s Issues 

Jonathan Levy 
Brown Advisory 
Partner 

David Lewis* 
Energy Capital Vietnam 
Chairman and CEO 
US Marine Corps 
Retired
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Santos Limon
Northern Engineering
Civil Engineer & Small Business Owner

Hon. J. M. Lozano 
Texas House of Representatives 
State Representative, District 43 
Former Vice-Chair of Committee on 
International Trade 

Anne MacDonald 
Dentons 
Senior Policy Director & Head of
Political Risk 

Matt Mackowiak 
Potomac Strategy Group, LLC 
President 
Travis County Republican Party 
Chairman 

Col. Glenn MacTaggart* 
Prichard Young, LLP 
Of Counsel 
U.S. Army 
Retired 

Ashok “A.K.” Mago 
Mago & Associates 
Chairman & CEO 

Diana Maldonado 
Maldonado Strategies LLC 
President & CEO 
Greater Austin Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce 
Former President & CEO 
Texas House of Representatives Former
State Representative 
(2009-2011) 

Maryanne Maldonado 
World Affairs Council of Greater 
Houston 
Executive Director
 
Hon. Dee Margo 
City of El Paso, TX 
Former Mayor 

Garrett Marquis 
BNY Mellon 
Chief Communications Officer 
U.S. Development Finance Corporation 
Former Vice President & Senior Advisor 
National Security Council, 
The White House 
Former Deputy Assistant for National 
Security Affairs

Pastor Herman Martir 
Asian Action Network 
Founder & President 
Emerging Leaders International 
President Nations Worship Center 

Bill Mateja 
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton
LLP 
Partner 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Polsinelli PC 
Shareholder 

Dr. Calixto Mateos 
North American Development Bank 
Managing Director 

Eddie McBride 
Lubbock Chamber of Commerce 
Former President & CEO 

Cody McGregor* 
FTI Consulting 
Managing Director 

Mark McClendon 
The United Way 
Board Leadership 

Robert McCreary 
Two Bear Capital 
Special Advisor, National Security and
Defense 

Cody McGregor* 
FTI Consulting 
Managing Director
 
Erin McKelvey 
EACC Texas 
President & CEO

Robert McKinley 
Alamo Colleges District 
Former Vice Chancellor
 
Trent McKnight 
AgriCorps, Inc. 
Founder 
VestedWorld 
Operating Partner 

Alex Meade 
Texas Regional Development Bank 
EVP, Economic Development and Public 
Finance 

Austin Merkel 
The Alexander Hamilton Society 
Professional Programs Associate 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader
 
Bill Miller 
Breedlove Foods 
CEO 

Julie Linn Minnehan 
Shapiro Linn Strategic Consulting LLC 
Partner
 
Mortada Mohamed 
World Affairs Council of Austin 
President 
Texas International Business Council 
Executive Director 

Željka Momirovic 
Houston Airport System 
Assistant Director of Aviation, Air 
Service Development 

Benjamin Montañez 
Norton Rose Fulbright US, LLP 
Senior Associate 

Susan Moore 
Advanced Micro Devices 
Corporate VP of Government Affairs
and Corporate Responsibility 
AMD Foundation
President
 
Bee Moorhead 
Texas Interfaith Center for Public
Policy/Texas Impact 
Executive Director 

Ambassador Luis G. Moreno 
U.S. Department of State, 
Former U.S. Ambassador to Jamaica 
(ret. 2017) 

Taylor Moreno 
El Paso Children’s Foundation 
Program Director
 
Tom Mullins 
T. G. Mullins Consulting, LLC
President 
Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce/
Economic Development Council 
Former President & CEO
 
Brig. Gen. Robert Murdock* 
City of San Antonio 
Former Director of Military Affairs 
U.S. Air Force 
Retired

Dr. Laura Murillo 
Houston Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce 
President & CEO 

Sara Nathan 
Amigos de las Américas 
President & CEO
 
Andrew S. Natsios 
Texas A&M University 
Director of the Sowcroft Institute of 
International Affairs 
Executive Professor at the Bush School
of Government & Public Service 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) 
Former Administrator (2001-2006)
 
Wolfgang Niedert 
The University of Texas at Austin 
Adjunct Lecturer, McCombs School of
Business 
X994 
Director of Business Development
 
Gabriel M. Ojeda 
Fritz-Pak Corporation 
President
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Breana Oliver
Ethos
Senior Mission Success Representative

Ambassador Lyndon L. Olson, Jr. 
Former U.S. Ambassador to Sweden 
(1998-2001) 

Hon. Amir Omar 
HydroPoint Data Systems 
SVP, Customer Operations 
City of Richardson, TX 
Mayor
 
Terence A. O’Neill 
City of Houston, TX 
Mayor’s Office of New Americans & 
Immigrant Communities 
Director 

Rick Ortiz 
Greater Dallas Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce 
President & CEO
 
John Paci 
Catholic Charities Central Texas 
Director

Hon. Rolando Pablos 
Cross-National Advisory Partners
Managing Partner 
Former Texas Secretary of State 
(2017-2018) 

Dr. Beto Pallares* 
U.S. - Mexico Chamber of Commerce 
COO

M. Leslie Palmer 
M. Leslie Palmer Consulting Group 
Founding Principal 
Impact Summit of Texas 
Co-Managing Director
 
David Parker 
Longbow Partners, LLP 
Director 
Texas Wesleyan University 
Adjunct Professor, Economics 

Hon. Mattie Parker 
City of Fort Worth, TX 
Mayor 

Dale Parmer
Stella Global Enterprises LLC
CEO & Founder

Hon. Chris Parvin 
The Parvin Group 
CEO & Owner 
City of Cedar Hill, TX 
Former Council Member (2009-2018)

Paul Pass 
U.S.-Japan Council 
Consultant 
Paul Pass Global Solutions LLC 
Founder 

Dr. Dennis Patterson 
TTU Satellite Campuses 
Executive Director of Academic 
Programs 
Texas Tech University 
Former Chair, Political Science 
Department

Garrett Pearson 
International Rescue Committee Dallas 
Former Executive Director 

Amb. Michael Pelletier 
University of Houston 
Executive Director, Institute of Global 
Engagement 
Former U.S. Ambassador to Madagascar
and Comoros (2019-2021) 
U.S. Department of State 
Former Deputy Assistant Secretary 

Dr. Mike Peng 
University of Texas at Dallas 
Jindal Chair of Global Strategy 

Bob Penn 
Penn Resources, Inc. 
President 

Richard Perez 
San Antonio Chamber of Commerce 
President & CEO 

Chris Perkins 
Ragnar Research Partners 
Partner 
Republican National Committee 
Former Manager IE Unit 

Susan Philips 
American Red Cross 
Major Gifts Officer 
U.S. India Chamber of Commerce 
Former Executive Director 

Hon. Betsy Price 
City of Ft. Worth 
Former Mayor 

Brian Ragan 
The Ragan Group, LLC 
Founder & Consultant 
Sinevant Corporation 
Funder & CEO 

Bede Ramcharan* 
Indatatech 
President & CEO 
San Antonio Veterans Institute 
Chairman of the Board 
US Army (Ret.) 

Cindy Ramos-Davidson 
El Paso Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
President & CEO 

Ben Ramirez III 
World Affairs Council of Austin 
VP & Executive Director, Center for 
Global Trade 

Annette Ratliff 
Associa Cares 
Community Liaison & Corporate 
Citizenship 
Office of Texas State Senator John 
Carona 
Former District Director

Holly Reed 
Ryan, LLC 
Partner, Advocacy Practice Leader 

Asusena Reséndiz 
Ms. Independent 
Founder & Principal 
Texas Department of Housing and 
Community Affairs 
Former Gubernatorial Appointee 

Marie Rieger 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences 
Center 
Unit Manager / Conflict of Interest & 
Commitment Coordinator 

Dr. Albert Reyes 
Buckner International 
President & CEO 
US Army 
Chaplain Corps, Retired 

Joanna Ridgway 
Global Sales, Cien.ai 
Senior Vice President 
German Marshall Fund 
Marshall Memorial Fellow (2012) 
World Affairs Council 
British American Project Fellow 
DFW Board of Directors 

Ingrid Robinson 
Houston Minority Supplier Development 
Council 
President & CEO 

Lesley Robinson 
Embolden Consulting LLC 
Founder & CEO 
Ayana Foundation 
Co-Founder & Director of Community 
Programs 

Maj. Gen. Charles Rodriguez* 
Our Lady of the Lake University 
Program Head, Nonprofit Management 
Graduate Studies 
State of Texas 
Former Adjutant General (2005-2009) 
US Army Reserve 
Retired 

Leonard Brennan Rodriguez 
The Center for Health Care Services 
Sr Development Director & Foundation 
Manager 
The White House 
Former Associate Director, Office of 
Political Affairs (2001-2004) 6 
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Miguel Romano 
Ascenion 
President of Foundations 
Associated Republicans of Texas 
Former President 

Matthew Rooney 
George W. Bush Institute 
Senior Advisor 

Craig Roshaven 
RESULTS Fort Worth 
Group Lead 

Raul Francois Russian
Centauro Internacional
Chief Executive Office

Carl Salazar* 
Workforce Solutions
Senior Manager
US Navy 
Retired 

David Sanders* 
Dallas Advisory Partners LLC 
Founder 
TransformIQ LLC 
CEO 
US Army 
Retired 

Jan Ross Sakian
World Affairs Council of San Antonio
Vice-Chair, Secretary & Young
Professionals

Joseph Sankoh 
African Relief in Action 
President & CEO 

Ambassador Thomas Schieffer 
Envoy International 
Founder & CEO 
Former U.S. Ambassador to Japan 
(2005-2009) and Australia
(2001-2005) 
Texas House of Representatives 
Former State Representative 
(1973-1989) 

Hon. Connie Schroeder 
City of Bastrop, TX 
Former Mayor 

Keri Schmidt 
Fort Bend Chamber of Commerce 
President & CEO 

Hon. Jaynie Schultz 
City of Dallas, TX 
Former Council Member, District 11 

Joel Schwitzer 
American Jewish Committee 
Regional Director, Dallas 

Urmil Shah 
Asian Chamber of Texas 
Chairman 
Texas Instruments 
Senior Data Scientist 

Zach Sherman 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 
Director of Government Relations

Stephanie Simpson 
Sanofi 
Director, State Government Relations

Richard Sindelar 
University of St. Thomas 
Director for the Center of International 
Studies 
Assistant Professor 

Samantha Skory 
World Affairs Council of San Antonio 
International Relations Specialist

Joseph O. Slovacek 
Hoover Slovacek, LLP 
Chairman

Wayne Smith 
Amazon Business 
Senior Account Executive 
for Financial Services 

Margaret Smith 
RESULTS Dallas 
Group Leader 

Wayne Smith 
Co-Star Group Sales Executive 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader
 
Maj. Gen. Annette Sobel, MD* 
Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center 
Adjunct Professor 
Blank Slate Innovation 
Co-Founder 

Lt. Gen. Stephen Speakes* 
Independent Rough Terrain Center, LLC 
President and CEO 
U.S. Army 
Retired 

Russ Spears* 
IGCS International 
Founder & CEO 
US Navy 
Retired 

Dr. Todd Speer* 
Global Aid Consultants 
Co-Founder & CEO 
US Army 
Retired 

Katy Spicer 
Centennial 
Chief of Staff 
Dallas Committee on Foreign Relations 
Former CEO 
Retired 

Lindsay Stanek 
American Friends of Combatants for 
Peace 
Communications & Development 
Manager 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader 

Hon. Charles Starnes, Ph.D.* 
City of Plainview, TX 
Mayor 
US Navy 

Scott Kim 
The University of Arizona Global Campus 
Associate Faculty of Criminal Justice 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader 

Alexis J. Street 
Chevron 
Senior Manager, Change Management 
CoE 

Harold Strong 
Medical Innovation Collaborative 
President
 
Jake Stroud 
Venator Energy 
Founder & CEO 
Axiom Resource Partners 
President 

Mustafa Tameez 
Outreach Strategists 
CEO & Founder 

Kerry Tassopoulos 
Platt Cheema Richmond PLLC 
Of Counsel
 
Nicholas Tejeda 
Tenet Healthcare 
Group President, Western Group 

Hon. John Terrell 
Airport International Resorts 
Chief Executive Officer 
DFW International Airport 
Former VP of Commercial Development 
City of Southlake, TX 
Former Mayor 
Paslay Group Development 

Phylicia Teymer 
Inner North Outer Experiences, LLC 
Founder & CEO
 
A.F. “Tom” Thomas* 
US Army 
Civilian Aide to the Secretary of the Army 
Texas Military Preparedness Commission 
Commissioner 7 
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Val Thompson 
Houston International Trade 
Development Council, Inc. 
President & CEO 

Jennifer L. Thurman 
U.S. Air Force 
China Analyst 

Hon. William “Mac” Thornberry 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Former Member (1995-2021) 

Albert Torres 
George W. Bush Institute 
Program Manager of Global Policy 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader 

Olga Torres 
Torres Trade Law, PLLC 
Managing Member 
U.S. Department of State 
Advisor, Defense Trade Advisory Group 

Linda Toyota 
LiftFund 
VP Community Engagement and 
Development 

Hon. Oscar Trevino, Jr. 
City of North Richland Hills, TX 
Former Mayor 
O. Trevino Construction, LLC 
Chairman 

Alex Triantaphyllis 
Harris County, Office of County
Administration
Managing Director 

J. Wayne Trimmer* 
Aquarian Capital LLC 
Partner 
US Marine Corps 
Retired 

Vince Trovato 
Global Strategies 
President 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Former Senior Advisor for 
International Affairs 

Hon. Ellen Troxclair 
Texas House of Representatives 
State Representative, District 19 
Troxclair Residential Real Estate Group 
Co-Founder & Managing Broker 

Hon. Scott Turner 
JPI 
Chief Visionary Officer 
Community Engagement & 
Opportunity Council 
Founder & President 
Texas House of Representatives 
Former State Representative 
(2013-2017) 

Walter Ulrich* 
Medical Bridges, Inc 
President & CEO 
US Marine Corps 
Retired

Dobrina Ustun 
Ustun Law Group, PLLC 
Founder & Principal Attorney 

Gabriel Vallejo 
IBC Bank 
Vice President, International 
Department 

Olivia Varela 
Laredo Economic 
Development Corporation 
Executive Committee Officer 

Leo Vasquez 
Texas Dept. of Housing and 
Community Affairs 
Chairman, Board of Directors 

Willy Verbrugghe 
World Chamber of Commerce Houston 
Chairman 

Toya Walker 
Responsive 
Senior Compliance Analyst 

Chris Wallace 
North Texas Commission 
President & CEO 
Texas Association of Business 
Former President & COO 

Wyntress Ware 
Ware and Associates 
President & CEO

Jeff Watkins* 
YMCA of Greater Houston 
Chief International Initiatives Officer 

Annette Whatley 
Apple 
Community Investment, Grants 
Coordinator for Environment, Policy &
Social Initiatives 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader

Ambassador Pam Willeford 
U.S. Ambassador to Switzerland & 
Lichtenstein (2003-2006) 

Michael Williams 
Texas Electric Cooperatives 
President & CEO 

Omar Williams* 
City of Fate, TX 
Assistant to the City Manager 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader 
US Navy 
Retired 
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obert Wirick 
Wirick Strategic Solutions 
Principal 
American Airlines 
Former Managing Director, International 
Government Affairs 

John Wood 
Deister Electronic USA 
Senior Director of Business 
Development 

Justin Yancy 
Texas Business Leadership Council 
President 

Michael Young 
Amogy 
VP of Corporate & Public Affairs
 
*Indicates Veteran of the U.S. Armed 
Forces 

As of July 7th, 2026 


	Texas Advisory Committee
	These business, military, farmer, faith, and community leaders  understand that Texas wins when America leads in the world with  strategic investments in development and diplomacy, alongside defense.
	Co-Chair
	Hon. Henry Cisneros
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