
David Abbott 
Case Western Reserve University School
of Law 
Distinguished Jurist in Residence 

Jonathan Adams 
SALIX 
Co-Founder & President 

Peter Ahern 
Akesis Health 
Chairman 

Dr. Suzanne Allen 
Future Positive
Coach & Consultant

Nicholas Anderson 
MUSTER RDU, Inc. 
Outreach and Business Development 
Liaison 

Dr. Ratee Apana 
Cincinnati Sister City Association
President 
Artesia Global Consulting
Co-founder & Vice President
University of Cincinnati College of
Business
Professor of International Business
(Retired)

George Arnold 
City of Columbus 
Former Economic Development Director 

Shawn Butler 
UMADAOP of Cincinnati 
Former Executive Director/CEO 

Rabbi Ari Ballaban 
Temple Sholom 
Senior Rabbi

Howie Beigelman 
Ohio Jewish Communities 
President & CEO 
Jewish Community Relations Council
Director (2022-2025)

Kirsta Benedetti 
Whole Picture Project
Founder and Executive Director
Riverview International Center 
Founder and Former Executive Director 

Hon. Bob Taft 
Governor (1999-2007) 

John Bernloehr 
Consolidated Metal Products, Inc. 
Former President 

Dr. Bill Binning 
Youngstown State University, Political
Science Department 
Professor and Chair Emeritus 

Brian Borkowski* 
Heartland Charging Services
Co-Founder
Asymmetric Technologies 
Founder 

Barbara K. Brandt, PhD 
Barbara K. Brandt, Inc. 
President 

Hon. Holly Brinda 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Lorain
County 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
City of Elyria 
Former Mayor 

Valerie Brill 
Psy.D (Retired)

Jeneice Brock 
Ohio Environmental Council
Member, Board of Directors
Ohio Organizing Collective 
Former Policy & Advocacy Director 
Ohio House Democratic Caucus
Former Executive Director 

Marilyn Brown 
Marilyn Brown Consulting LLC 
Consultant and Change Management 
Specialist 

Scott Brown 
Auditor of the State 
Regional Liaison 

Hon. Tito Brown 
City of Youngstown 
Former Mayor 

Hon. Jennifer L. Brunner 
Ohio Supreme Court 
Associate Justice (2021-Present) 

Hon. Lee Fisher
Lieutenant Governor (2007-2011) 

Amb. Jennifer Brush 
UN Mission in Kosovo 
Deputy Special Representative of the 
Secretary General (2014-2015) 
U.S. Ambassador 
Moldova (2012-2014) 

James P. Buchanan, PhD 
The Edward B. Brueggeman Center for
Dialogue, Xavier University 
Director Emeritus

Hon. Jim Butler* 
Thompson Hine LLP 
Partner
Ohio House of Representatives
Former Representative (2011-2020)

John Campbell 
Strategic Public Partners 
Partner and President 

Hon. Ted Celeste 
Ohio House of Representatives 
Member (2007-2012) 
Next Generation - A project of the 
National Institute for Civil Discourse 
Founder and Former Director 

Joe Cimperman 
Global Cleveland 
President 

Karen Conklin 
American Red Cross Lake to River
Chapter 
Executive Director (Retired) 

David W. Cook 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour, and Pease LLP 
Partner 

Agaytha Corbin 
Speaking Grace LLC 
Owner and Operator 

Alfonso Cornejo 
Hispanic Chamber Cincinnati USA 
President 

Dr. Daniel Curran 
University of Dayton 
President Emeritus 

Joseph J. Dehner 
Frost Brown Todd 
Partner (Retired)
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Ohio Advisory Committee

These business, military, farmer, faith, and community leaders 
understand that Ohio wins when America leads in the world with

 strategic investments in development and diplomacy, alongside defense. 



Yvan Demosthenes 
Hamilton Demo 
CEO 

Doug DeRose 
National Tooling & Machining
Association 
Vice President/Chief Financial Officer 

Col. James Dignan* 
AMK Professional Services, LLC 
Founder and Principal Consultant

Edita Dolan-Mayo 
Mayo Home for Youth Development 
Vice President 

Dr. Larry Dosser 
Wright State University 
Senior Fellow for Technology 
Advancement 

Hon. Mike Dovilla* 
Ohio House of Representatives 
Member (2010-2016, 2025-Present) 
USS Cleveland Legacy Foundation 
Former Chief Executive Officer 
The Grindstone Institute 
Founder & President 

Harold D’Souza 
Eyes Open International 
President 

Angelia Erbaugh 
Dayton Region Manufacturers
Association 
President (Retired)

Barb Ewing 
Youngstown Business Incubator 
Chief Executive Officer 

Alassane Fall 
Afrique Expert Services LLC, USA 
CEO & Founder 
Institute of African Women in Law and
Leadership-Howard University 
Country Research Project Team Leader
Coordinator and Manager-Senegal 

Sophia Fifner 
Columbus Metropolitan Club 
President & CEO 

Vernisha Finch 
Serving Older Adults Through Changing
Times 
CEO

Hon. Governor Lee Fisher 
Baldwin Wallace University
President
State of Ohio 
Former Lt. Governor (2007-2011)
Cleveland State University 
Senior Fellow, Center for Economic 
Development (2011-2025)

David Fleshler 
Case Western Reserve University 
Vice Provost for International Affairs 
Global Cleveland 
Board Chair 

David Gallagher 
Association of Unmanned Vehicles
Systems International 
Wright Kettering Chapter President

Sante Ghetti 
Greater Akron Chamber 
Vice President of Investor Relations
 
David N. Ginsburg 
Ginsburg Enterprises, LLC 
CEO 
HRS Inc. 
Partner 

Grant Goodrich* 
Monroe Avenue Advisors LLC
Principal
Case Western Reserve University 
Great Lakes Energy Institute 
Former Executive Director (2019-2025)

Michelle Harpenau 
World Affairs Council of Cincinnati and
Northern Kentucky 
President & CEO 

Hon. Larry Harte 
The Global Chamber Cincinnati 
Regional Executive Director 
City of Glendale
Mayor (2005-2013)

Mark Hartman 
Columbus Council on World Affairs 
Former Chair 

Brooke Hathaway DeSantis 
Abbott 
Digital Content Manager 

Richard K. Herrmann, PhD 
Ohio State University, Department of 
Political Science 
Professor Emeritus 

Hon. Heather Hodges 
U.S. Ambassador 
Ecuador (2008-2011) 
Moldova (2003-2006) 
Cleveland Council on World Affairs 
Ambassador in Residence
Former President 

Rev. Callon W. Holloway, Jr. 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Former Bishop, Southern Ohio Synod
(Retired)
Methodist Bishop of the Western
Conference of Ohio 
Assistant 

 

Erin Huber 
Drink Local, Drink Tap 
Executive Director and Founder 

Rabbi Abie Ingber 
Yahad In Unum Mid-America 
President 

Shelley Inglis 
University of Dayton Human Rights
Center
Executive Director (2018-2024)
USAID 
Senior Policy Advisor, Bureau for 
Democracy, Human Rights and 
Governance

Jack Irvin 
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation 
Vice President of Public Policy 

Hon. Peter Lawson Jones 
Cuyahoga County 
Commissioner (2002-2011) 

Rock Jones, PhD 
Ohio Wesleyan University 
President (Ret.) 

Matthew G. Kallner 
The Law Offices of Matthew G. Kallner 
President & Founder

Hon. Wade Kapszukiewicz 
City of Toledo 
Mayor 

Mousa Kassis 
Youngstown State University 
Director, Export Assistance Network  

Patrick Kearns 
Re:Source Cleveland 
Executive Director 

Jack Kelley 
Law Offices of John J. Kelley Co., L.P.A. 
Attorney and Counselor at Law 

Stephen E. Kelly 
EWI
CEO
Tradespace 
Former Strategic Advisor 

Justin Kirschner 
American Jewish Committee Cincinnati 
Regional Director 

Ken Lanci 
Consolidated Graphics Group 
Chairman & CEO 
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Sec. Frank LaRose* 
Ohio Secretary of State 
(2019 - Present) 

Benson Lee 
AnywherEnergy L3C 
Founding CEO and Managing Member
 
Robert Lees* 
Pacific Basin Economic Council 
Former Secretary General and President
(1993-2002)

John F. Lewis, Jr. 
889 Global Solutions 
Founder and Chief Cultural Officer 

Dr. Laura M. Luehrmann 
Wright State University 
Vice Provost for Undergraduate
Education and Professor of Political
Science

Hon. Michael Logue* 
Union Township Board of Trustees 
Trustee 
United States Air Force 
KC - 46 Sustainment Section Chief
OKI Regional Council of Governments 
Member, Board of Directors
 
Stephen Lyons 
The Sports Facilities Company
Senior Vice President, Strategic Growth
Lyons Advisory Group 
Founder & CEO (2023-2025)

Hon. Kevin D. Malecek 
City of Mentor 
Director of Economic Development and
International Trade 
Lake County 
Former Commissioner (2015-2017)

Ty D. Marsh 
Solid Waste Authority of Central Ohio 
Former Executive Director 

Deb Martin 
Great Lakes Community Action
Partnership 
Community Specialist 

Shasta Mast 
Leadership Holmes County 
Director 

Andrew McAfee 
Clermont County Chamber of Commerce 
Vice President

Lt. Col John McCance* 
McCance Consulting Group, LLC 
Owner and President
Department of War
State Chairman 
U.S. Air Force, Retired

Candace S. McGraw 
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky
International Airport 
CEO (Retired)
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce 
Former Chair 

Mindy McLaughlin 
Team NEO 
Managing Director, Global Business 

Michael McNett 
Collab Solutions 365 
Owner & Independent Consultant 

Kirk Merritt 
Ohio Soybean Council 
Executive Director 
Ohio Soybean Association 
Executive Director 

Hon. Jeffrey Mims Jr. 
City of Dayton 
Former Mayor (2021-2026)

Hon. Clarence E. Mingo II* 
T. Marzetii Company 
Vice President of Corporate Affairs/ ESG
and Government Relations 
Franklin County 
Former Auditor (2009-2019) 

Aneezal H. Mohamed 
Commercial Vehicle Group, Inc. 
Chief Legal Officer, Compliance Officer
and Corporate Secretary 

John Moliterno 
Western Reserve Port Authority 
Executive Director (Retired)

Michelle Moore 
Hamilton County Sheriff’s Department 
Sergeant 

Sandra Morgan 
Honorary Consul, UK 
State of Ohio
Kent State University 
Director of Strategic Partnerships and 
Outreach (2006-2024)

Jennifer M. Morris, PhD 
Mount St. Joseph University 
Professor of History 

Kristin Mullins 
Ohio Grocers Association 
President & CEO 

Michelle Murcia 
Book +Street
Founder & CEO

Hon. Amy Murray 
City of Cincinnati 
Councilwoman (2013-2020) 
National Defense Industrial, Association
(NDIA)
Senior Fellow - International 

Hon. Christina Muryn 
City of Findlay 
Mayor 

Tyus Nedd 
International Christian Center 
Senior Pastor 

Thomas Nies 
Cincom Systems, Inc. 
Founder & Former CEO 

Alieu Nyassi* 
Stutter Health 
Director, Inclusion and Belonging,
Greater Sacramento Division
Operation Crossroads Africa 
Executive Director
U.S. Army, (Ret.) 

LTC, Steven Oluic* 
SVE Consulting LLC 
Chief Executive Officer 
U.S. Army, (Ret.) 

Scott Palider 
Ohio Citizen Action 
Chief Political Officer 

Hon. Steve Patterson 
City of Athens 
Mayor 

David Pepper 
Kettering Foundation
Senior Fellow 2024-2025
Ohio Democratic Party
Chairman

Jonathan Petrea 
Ascendant Public Policy Group 
Director of Public Affairs

Doug Preisse 
Franklin County Republican Party
Chairman Emeritus
VanMeter Ashbrook & Associates
Senior Partner

Lisa Purdy 
Council of International Programs USA 
President & CEO 

Nancy Pyon 
Nationwide Financial
Relationship Consultant
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Jason Rafeld* 
Del-Co Water Co Inc.
Chief Legal Officer 
U.S. Navy (Ret.) 

Ronald B. Richard 
Cleveland Foundation 
Former President & CEO 

Jason Riveiro 
National Association of Hispanic Real 
Estate Professionals 
Senior Advisor to the CEO 

Charles Rossi 
Core4ce 
Senior Account Executive & Vice 
President 

Hon. Allison Russo 
Ohio House of Representatives 
Former Minority Leader (2022-2025)

Dr. Samuel Saforo-Kwapong 
Hamilton Christian Center
Pastor of Discipleship
Xavier University 
Former Executive Director, Belonging
and 
Inclusion 

Dr. Lakshmi Sammarco 
Hamilton County Coroner’s Office
Coroner 

Joe Savarise 
Ohio Hotel & Lodging Association 
President and CEO 

Deborah E. Schultz 
Trans-Borders Solutions 
President 

Monica Schultz 
Windblown Communication LLC 
Business Consultant 

Thomas Schultz 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Project Officer, Office of State & 
Community Energy Programs 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader 

Todd P. Schwartz 
Tapestry Networks 
Executive Director 

Dr. Vaughn Shannon 
Wright State University School of Public
& International Affairs 
Professor of Political Science 

Dr. Hugh Sherman 
Ohio University
Former President Emeritus 

João Simões 
Davenport Aviation 
President & CEO 

James Sisto 
Law Offices of Robert A. Schuerger Co.,
LPA 
Chief Legal Officer 

Mike Slaughter 
Ginghamsburg Church 
Pastor Emeritus 

Nathan Slonaker 
The Strategy Group Company 
Creative Director 

Alan Smith 
R Street Institute 
Midwest Director & Resident Senior
Fellow 

Tony Somers 
Impact Economics 
Chief Operating Officer 

Hon. Zack Space 
Sunday Creek Horizons, LLC 
President 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Member (2007-2011) 

Walter E. Spiegel 
Standard Textile 
Vice President & General Counsel 
Immigrant & Refugee Law Center
Board Member

Michael Steensen 
E38 Survey Solutions
Director of Business Development
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader 

Jim Stevenson 
International Center for Creativity 
President

Jesse Styles 
Northstar Towers 
Owner and President 

Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan 
Ohio Council of Churches 
Executive Director 

Kate Sullivan 
Columbus Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce 
Executive Director 

Nicholas Taggart 
Kennesaw State University
Director, Intensive English Program
 

Steve Tugend 
Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter 
Director and Chair, Government
Affairs 

Patrick Terrien 
Columbus Council on World Affairs 
President & CEO

E.J. Thomas 
Foundation for Appalachian Ohio
Executive in Residence

Jim Tressel 
State of Ohio 
Lieutenant Governor 

Pat Valente 
The Fuel Cell Corridor 
Executive Director (Retired)

Robert Viney* 
Citizen Rules.Org 
Citizen Advocate
U.S. Navy (Retired) 

Carina Van Vliet 
Cleveland Council on World Affairs 
Former CEO 

Carla Walker 
Think BIG strategies LLC 
President and CEO 
World Resources Institute 
Director, Environmental Justice & 
Equity, WRI-US 

Hon. Elizabeth Walters 
TargetSmart
Chief Executive Officer
Summit County Council 
Councilwoman
Ohio Democratic Party 
Former Chair 

Dr. Christopher Washington 
Franklin University 
Former Executive Vice President and
Provost Emeritus

Maj. Gen. Greg Wayt* 
Joint Force Headquarters - Ohio
Adjutant General
U.S. Army (Retired)

Hon. Andrea White 
Ohio House of Representatives 
State Representative, District 36

David Wilhelm 
HGR Energy 
CEO

Evelyn Williams, PhD, MEd 
Global Ties Akron 
Executive Director 
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Marcy Williams 
Ohio Association of Nonprofit 
Organizations 
Former Executive Director
 
Michelle Wilson 
Diplomacy Collaboratory Consulting 
Principal Consultant 

Hon. Paul Worley* 
Adams County Economic Development 
Director 
Adams County 
County Commissioner (2013-2017)
 
Dr. Victoria Wells Wulsin 
SOTENI International 
Founder 

Hon. Tom Young 
Ohio House of Representatives 
State Representative, District 37

Dr. Paul Zito 
Regional Growth Partnership, Northwest
Ohio 
Vice President of International 
Development 

*Indicates Veteran of the U.S. Armed
Forces 

As of May 26th, 2026
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