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North Carolina Advisory Committee

These business, military, farmer, faith, and community leaders
understand that North Carolina wins when America leads in the world with
strategic investments in development and diplomacy, alongside defense.

Co-Chairs

William Abb*
Citizen Soldier Support Program
Executive Director

Marla Adams
Women for Women
Founder and Chair

Noel Allen

Allen & Pinnix, PA
Attorney at Law
Elon University
Trustee

Dr. Maria Anastasiou

University of North Carolina -Greensboro
Associate Provost for International
Programs

André Anthony
Dorcas Ministries
Executive Director

Hon. John Autry
North Carolina General Assembly
Chief Executive Officer

Rye Barcott*
Carolina for Kibera
Founder

With Honor
Co-Founder & CEO

Klaus E. Becker

NIROSTEEL LLC

President & CEO

North Carolina German-American
Chamber of Commerce
President (ret.)

Federal Republic of Germany
Honorary Consul (ret.)

Brian Boggs
Brian Boggs Chairmakers
Owner

Melanie Boggs
Brian Boggs Chairmakers
Owner

David Bohm
Apex Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director

Richard H. Brodhead
Duke University
Former President

Hon. Jim Hunt
Governor
(1977-1985, 1993-2001)

Rod Brooks

Innovative Strategies Consulting LLC
Principal

Rise Against Hunger

Former President & CEO

Anita Brown-Graham

UNC School of Government

Gladys Hall Coates Distinguished
Professor of Public Law and Government
ncIMPACT Initiative

Director

Hon. Harold Brubaker

North Carolina House of Representatives
Former Speaker (1995-1998)

Former Member (1977-2012)

Brubaker & Associates

Principal

Alex Bryant
East West Associates
President

Ronnie Bryant
Ronnie L. Bryant, LLC
Principal

Hon. Allen Buansi
North Carolina General Assembly
State Representative

Hon. James P. Cain
U.S. Department of State
Former U.S. Ambassador to Denmark

(2005-2009)

Cain Global Partners, LLC

Founder

Steve Cain

British American Business Council -
Carolinas

Board Member

Dr. David Callaway*

Team Rubicon USA

Chief Medical Officer

Atrium Health

Chief, Crisis Operations & Sustainability
Wake Forest University School of
Medicine

Senior Associate Dean of Planetary
Health

Rick D. Cantwell*
Odell International
President

Hon. Jim Martin
Governor
(1985-1993)

Nancy Carter
Charlotte Mecklenburg Soil & Water
Vice Chair of the Board of Supervisors

Johnelle Causwell
Coalition for International Cooperation
Managing Director

Gen. George Christmas*

U.S. Marine Corps Heritage Foundation
Former President & CEO

U.S. Marine Corps

Retired

Pamela Colley
Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories
Director of Federal Public Affairs

Wayne Cooper

Honorary Consul for Mexico

North Carolina District Export Council
Chairman Emeritus

Paul Cozza

North Carolina Ports Authority
Former CEO

Investicorp Corsair Infrastructure
Partners

Managing Director

Kit Cramer
Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce
President & CEO

Mark C. Cramer

FTI Consulting

Senior Advisor, Supply Chain Global
Solutions Practice

Mark C. Cramer, Counselor at Law
Principal

Jean Davis
Microelectronics Center
Former CEO and President

Col. Morris “Moe” Davis
Air Force Judiciary
Former Director

Lance DeSpain*
Decision Lens
Senior Sales Leader
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Hon. Patrick Duddy

U.S. Ambassador

Venezuela

Duke University Office of Global Affairs
Senior Advisor

Fuqua School of Business

Senior Visiting Scholar

Lewis Ebert

NC Chamber of Commerce

Former President & CEO (2006-2018)
National Association of State Chambers
Executive Director

Hon. Larken Egleston
Charlotte City Council
Former Councilmember

Lauri Elliott
Havilah Development Corporation
Chief Enterprising Officer

Hon. Mark Erwin

Former U.S. Ambassador

Republic of Mauritius (1999-2001)
Erwin Capital

President

Bill Farthing
Parker Poe
Retired of Counsel

Patrick Fine

The Brookings Institution
Nonresident Senior Fellow
GOPA Consulting Group
Chair, Board of Directors

Joyce Fitzpatrick
Fitzpatrick Communications, Inc.
Owner

Robert Frost
Frost Converting Systems
President

Trevor Fuller
The Fuller Law Firm
President

Jenny Fulton

Miss Jenny’s Pickles

Former CEO

NC Department of Agriculture

NC Agribusiness Developer

NC Ag Exports

International Marketing Specialist

John Paul Galles

ERC Priority

Senior Consultant

Galles Consulting

Corporate Communications Consultant

Pape Gaye

IntraHealth International
President Emeritus
Baobab Institute
Founder & President

Rick Glaser
Parker Poe
Partner

Alexis Gordon

City of Charlotte

Senior International Business Manager
& Chief of Protocol

Bill Graham
Wallace & Graham
Partner

Peter D. Hans
The University of North Carolina System
President

Rickey Hart
RDAF Energy Solutions
CEO

Meredith Henderson
Go Global NC
Executive Director

Frank Hill
Institute for Public Trust
Director

Steve Hockfield

Register & Vote North Carolina
Co-coordinator

Erdman and Hockfield, LLP
Former Managing Partner

E. Wayne Holden
RTI International
Former President & CEO

Rev. James C. Howell
Myers Park United Methodist Church
Senior Pastor

Mike Hubbard

Economic Development Partnership of
North Carolina

Director of International Trade

Dr. Bruce Jentleson

Duke University

Professor of Public Policy and Political
Science

Nate King
International Justice Mission
Director of Congressional Affairs

Phil Kirk, Jr.

NC Independent Colleges & Universities
Senior Advisor for Community Relations
Phil Kirk Enterprises

Professional Speaker and Consultant

North Carolina Advisory Committee

Elizabeth Kurtgeri
Family Health Ministries
Executive Director

Tom Lambeth

Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation
Senior Fellow

National Center for Family and
Philanthropy

Founding Board Chair

Charlé LaMonica
UNC Worldview
Director

John W. Lassiter
Carolina Legal Staffing
President

Chris LeGrand

BroadReach Group

CEO

North Carolina Global Health Alliance
Board Member

Hon. David C. Litt

Former U.S. Ambassador

United Arab Emirates (1995-1998)
Center for Stabilization and Economic
Reconstruction

Former Executive Director

Tom Lundin*
Global Health Assurance
Principal Consultant

Elizabeth Maguire
Ipas
Former President & CEO

Kevon Makell
SEWW Energy
Owner, Chairman, CEO & President

Hon. Deborah R. Malac

Former U.S. Ambassador
Liberia (2012-2015) & Uganda
(2016-2020)

Hon. Elaine Marshall
North Carolina Secretary of State’s Office
Secretary of State

Hon. Esther Manheimer
City of Asheville, NC
Mayor

Hon. Grier Martin

North Carolina House of Representatives:
Former Representative

North Carolina Department of Military
and Veteran Affairs

Secretary of Military and Veteran Affairs

Chris McClure

University of North Carolina at Chapel

Hill

Chief Strategic Officer & Secretary of the 2
University
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Daniel McVety
Japan Canada China Carolinas
Owner

Tracy Montross
American Airlines & U.S. Airways
Regional Director of Government Affairs

Tog Newman
North Carolina Center for Nonprofits
Former President

Dr. Vincent Ogunro
University of North Carolina at Charlotte
Associate Professor

Emmanuel “Manny” Ohonme
Samaritan’s Feet

CEO & Co-Founder

The World Shoe

Founder, President, & CEO

Ed 0'Keefe

Moore & Van Allen, PLLC

Member

Co-Head Financial Regulatory Advice &
Response

Rachel Page
Go Global
Deputy Director

Roger Perry
East-West Partners
President

Sam Poole
Ward and Smith, P.A.
Attorney

Claude Pope

Maritime Market Ventures, LLC
President & CEO

North Carolina Republican Party
Former Chairman

Hon. David Price

Duke University

Professor Emeritus

House of Representatives
Former Member (1987-1995,
1997-2023)

Lt. Col Bo Proctor, Jr.*
Proctor Services
President

USMCR

Retired

Brooks Raiford
NC TECH
President & CEO

Sharon Reed

Deloitte Consulting

Manager, Client Advocacy and Talent,
US Global

Dr. Bobbie Richardson
North Carolina Democratic Party
Former Chair

Hon. Jennifer Watson Roberts
City of Charlotte
Former Mayor

Nat Robertson

Greater Fayetteville Chamber of
Commerce

President & CEO

David Robinson

NC Consular Corps
Chairman

Honorary Consul to Japan

Lindsay K. Saunders

East Coast Migrant Head Start Project
Director of Communications
RESULTS

Grassroots Advocate

Hon. Brenda Schoonover

U.S. Department of State

Former U.S. Ambassador to Togo (1998-
2000)

Meghann Gunderman Sehorn
The Foundation for Tomorrow
Founder & Board Member

L.J. Stambuk
World Affairs Council of Charlotte
President & CEO

Amb. Barbara J. Stephenson

University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill

Vice Provost for Global Affairs and Chief
Global Officer

American Foreign Service Association
Former President (2015-2019)

Hugh Stevens
Stevens Martin Vaughn & Tadych, PLLC
Attorney

Hon. Richard Y. Stevens

Smith Anderson, LLP

Of Counsel

North Carolina State Senate
Former State Senator (2003-2012)

Deborah L. Stevenson
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Supervisory Special Agent (Ret.)

Jonathan Szucs
Advanced Superabrasives, Inc.
General Manager

Jacob Traverse
The Center for Truth in Science
President & CEO

Brian Tribble
Bear Cognition
President & CEO

Cheryl Tung
League of Women Voters of Wake County
Immediate Past President

North Carolina Advisory Committee

Ed Turlington

Brooks and Pierce

Attorney

Democratic National Committee
Member

Katherine Turner
Global Citizen
President

Ivan Urlaub

Urlaub Strategies, LLC

Principal

New Energy Economics

Director, Energy & Infrastructure

Hon. Barbara Volk
City of Hendersonville
Mayor

Hon. Julie von Haefen
North Carolina General Assembly
State Representative

Jenna Wadsworth
Wake Soil and Water Conservation
District Supervisor

Kathy Walmer
Family Health Ministries
Former Executive Director

Hon. Bobby Wheeler
City of Creedmoor
Mayor

Michael Whelchel
Big Path Capital
Co-Founder & Managing Partner

Larry Wooten
North Carolina Farm Bureau
Former President

Richard Yang

Carolinas Chinese Chamber of Commerce
Chairman

Sonablate Corp.

Chief Executive Officer

Hon. Smedes York

City of Raleigh

Former Mayor (1979-1983)
McDonald York Building Company
Co-Owner, Director, & Chairman

Katie Bowler Young

RTI International

Senior Director of University
Collaborations

Tony Zeiss
Zeiss and Associates
Consultant

*Indicates Veteran of the
U.S. Armed Forces

As of November 12th, 2025



