
Georgia Advisory Committee

Kevin Abel 
Arcuity 
Co-Founder & Executive Director
RealtyShare
Executive Director
United State Holocaust Memorial
Museum 
Member Board of Trustees
 
Hon. Stacey Abrams 
Fair Fight 
Fair Count 
Southern Economic Advancement 
Project (SEAP) 
Founder 
GA House of Representatives 
Former State Representative & Minority
Leader (2007-2017)

F. Duane Ackerman 
BellSouth Corporation 
Former Chairman & CEO 
Homeland Security Advisory Council 
Former Member
 
Bruce Ailion 
The Ailion Team 
CEO 

Paige Alexander 
The Carter Center 
CEO
 
Russell Allen 
BiotechExec 
CEO

Dr. Matt Auer 
University of Georgia School of Public
and International Affairs 
Dean 

Mike Ayers 
WaterShed Geo 
President 

Charlie Battle 
Honorary Consul for the Principality of
Monaco 
Miller & Martin PLLC 
Of Counsel 

Ellen Beattie 
International Rescue Committee
Vice President, Program Excellence

Hon. Saxby Chambliss 
U.S. Senate, (2003-2015)
U.S, House of Representatives (1995-2003) 

President Mark Becker 
Georgia State University 
Former President 

Susan Bell 
Rollins, Inc. 
First Advantage Corporation 
Marine Products Corporation 
RPC, Inc. 
Independent Board Member 

Hon. Gary W. Black 
Georgia Department of Agriculture 
Former Commissioner (2011-2023) 

Roy Bowen 
Georgia Association of Manufacturers 
President 

Bert Brantley 
Savannah Area Chamber of Commerce 
President & CEO 

Martha F. Brooks 
RMI 
Co-Chair, Board of Directors & Chair,
Development Committee

Dr. Deborah Watkns Bruner, RN, PhD,
FAAN 
Emory University 
Senior Vice President for Research 

Tom Bundros 
Dalton Utilities/OptiLink 
Former CEO

Dr. Diane Alleva Cáceres 
Georgia Tech Scheller College of 
Business 
Lecturer 
World Trade Center Atlanta 
Former President & CEO 
Market Access International, Inc. 
CEO 

Dr. Courtney Cash 
The World Shoe Fund 
President 

Doug Carter 
Don Carter Realty 
President & Broker

Chris Clark 
Georgia Chamber of Commerce 
President & CEO 

Hon. Sam Nunn 
U.S. Senate, (1972-1996) 

Linda Clary 
Clary Political Consulting, LLC 
Strategist, Consultant, & CEO 
The John Anthony Clary Umberger 
Foundation, Inc 
Founder & Executive Director
 
Dr. Julius E. Coles 
Morehouse College 
Director, Andrew Young Center for
Global Leadership 

Walter M. “Sonny” Deriso, Jr. 
2025 Georgia Trustee 
Atlantic Capital Bank and Atlantic 
Capital Bancshares, Inc. 
Chairman 

Hon. Greg Dolezal 
Georgia Senate 
State Senator 

Dr. Mark Elgart, Ed.D. 
Cognia 
President & CEO 

Guanming Fang Ray 
Priority Technology Holdings 
Deputy General Counsel 

Pierre Ferrari 
Small Enterprise Assistance Funds
Director 
Ethix Ventures 
Co-Founder 
Heifer International 
Former President & CEO 

Catherine Fleming 
Charter Communications, Inc. 
Director of Government Affairs 
Technology Association of Georgia 
Government Affairs Task Force 
Member

Darrell Ford 
UPS 
EVP & Chief Human Resources Officer 
 
Stephanie Freeman 
Innovative 
Owner 
Dunwoody/Perimeter Chamber of 
Commerce 
Former President & CEO 
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Co-Chairs 

These business, military, farmer, faith, and community leaders 
understand that Georgia wins when America leads in the world with

 strategic investments in development and diplomacy, alongside defense. 
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Anne French 
Peachtree Road United Methodist 
Church 
Director of Outreach 

Gardiner Garrard 
TTV Capital 
Co-Founder & Managing Partner
 
Andrew Gobeil 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport 
Director of Communications and
Public Affairs 

Justin A. Godchaux 
Savannah State University 
Professor
 
Michael Golden 
Arnold Golden Gregory, LLP 
Partner 

Phyliss Graham 
Residential Real Estate Council 
Georgia State Past President 

Brynn Grant 
Liberty County Development
Authority 
CEO
United Way of the Coastal Empire 
Former President & CEO
 
Steve Green 
FCB Financial Corp. 
Chairman 
Savannah/Hilton Head International 
Airport Commission 
Chairman 

Kevin Greiner 
Gas South 
President & CEO 

Mike Griffin 
Georgia Baptist Mission Board 
Public Affairs Representative 

Marshall Guest 
Metro Atlanta Chamber 
Senior Vice President 

Hon. Carmalitha Gumbs 
City of South Fulton 
Councilwoman
 
Col. Mayo “Biff” Hadden* 
MOAA Chattahoochee Valley
Chapter 
President & Chairman 
DOD Office of Warrior Care 
Former Southeast Regional 
Coordinator 
U.S. Army 
Retired 

Tara Hall 
TurningPoint Breast Cancer 
Rehabilitation 
Executive Director 

Ashley Williams Haltom 
The Coca-Cola Company 
Director, Public Affairs, 
Communications and Sustainability
 
Hon. Tyler Harper 
Georgia Department of Agriculture 
Commissioner of Agriculture 

Virginia A. Hepner 
Cadence Bank 
National Vision Inc. 
Oxford Industries 
Corporate Director 

Matthew Hicks 
Sellers Dorsey 
Senior Vice President, Corporate 
Development 

Tommy Holder 
Holder Construction Company 
Chairman & Former CEO 

Maj. Bill Howerton* 
MOAA Atlanta 
Legislative Liaison 

William W. Hubbard 
Savannah Area Chamber of Commerce 
Former President & CEO 

Graham Huff 
Fulton Education Foundation 
President & CEO  

Hon. Edna Branch Jackson 
City of Savannah 
Former Mayor (2012-2016)

Phil Jacobs 
Pendleton Consulting Group, LLC
Founding Partner 

Trey Jarrard 
Renewvia Energy 
CEO & Founder 

DeShawn Jenkins 
The Mount Vernon School 
IDEA Coordinator & French Instructor
 
Adam Johnson 
The Task Force for Global Health, Inc. 
Associate Director for Programs 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader

Hon. Eric B. Johnson 
Savannah Harbor – Interstate 16 
Corridor Joint Development Authority 
Project Director 
Georgia State Senate
Former State Senator (1994-2010)
 

Nancy Johnson 
Nancy N. and J.C. Lewis Cancer & 
Research Pavilion 
Executive Director 

Ted Jonas 
Anaklia Development Consortium LLC 
Supervisory Board Member
 
Hon. Jan Jones 
Georgia House of Representatives 
Speaker Pro Tempore

Reverend Shanan Jones 
Concerned Black Clergy of Metro 
Atlanta, Inc. 
President 
Faith Strategies Group, LLC 
Founding Partner
 
Jarrod Jordan 
Leadership for Educational Equity 
Regional Director 

Derreck Kayongo 
Clean Production Action 
Executive Director 
Environmental Halidom 
Founder 
The Global Soap Project 
Founder 

Jerry Keen 
Joe Tanner and Associates 
President & CEO 

Cindy Murphy Kelley 
Chatham-Savannah Authority for the 
Homeless 
Former Executive Director 

David Kimmel 
Kimmel Management Services 
President 

Andrew R. Klepchick 
Homrich Berg 
Principal 

Dr. Joseph M. Knippenberg 
Oglethorpe University 
Professor of Politics 

Michael Kogon 
Pull-A-Part 
CMO/CTO 

Dr. Jeff P. Koplan 
Emory University 
Senior Strategic Advisor for CHAMPS 
Principal Investigator for IANPHI & the
Global Health Institute-China Tobacco
Control Partnership 
Emory Global Health Institute (EGHI) 
Founder 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) 
Former Director (1998-2002) 
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Rev. Keith E. Lawder 
Georgia United Methodist
Foundation, 
Former President & CEO

Lee Lemke 
Georgia Mining Association 
Executive Vice President 

Craig Lesser 
The Pendleton Group 
Chairman 

Roz Lewis 
Greater Women’s Business Council 
President & CEO 

Jim Lientz 
Safe Harbor Consulting, LLC 
Partner 
State of Georgia 
Former COO 

Dr. Karen Loch 
World Trade Center Atlanta 
Former President 
J. Mack Robinson College of
Business, Georgia State University 
Professor 

Dennis M. Love 
Printpack, Inc. 
Former Chairman of the Board 

Tim Lowe 
Lowe Program Management 
Principal 
Georgia Department of Natural
Resources 
Member, Board of Directors

Darlene Lynch 
Georgia Appleseed Center for Law & 
Justice 
Legal & Policy Director 

Santiago Marquez 
Georgia Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce 
Interim President & CEO 
The Latin American Association 
CEO 

Nick Masino 
Gwinnett Chamber 
President & CEO 

Ross Mason 
Healthcare Institute for 
Neuro-Recovery and Innovation 
Founder 

Gordon Matthews 
Speaker, Coach, & Author of Nine
Gifts 

Tom McCall 
Georgia Farm Bureau 
President 

Reese McCranie 
McKinsey & Company 
Director, Strategic Communications -
Americas 
White House 
Former Deputy Assistant National 
Cyber Director, Public Affairs 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
Former Senior Advisor
 
Hon. Lauren McDonald 
Georgia House of Representatives 
State Representative 

Brian McGowan 
Centennial Yards Company 
President 

Ann M. McMikel 
Shared Interest 
Executive Director 

Dave McMullen 
Media Frenzy Global 
President 
The Jectory 
Founder 
ATL Barrel Investors 
Principal 

Thomas R. McNeill 
Bryan Cave LLP 
Senior Counsel 

Maurice I. Middleberg 
Retired NGO
CEO 

Hon. Fran Millar 
Georgia State Senate 
Former State Senator (2011-2019)

Hon. Butch Miller 
Georgia State Senate 
Former State Senator (2010-2023) 

Hala Moddelmog 
The Woodruff Arts Center 
President & CEO 

Rev. John R. Moeller, Jr. 
Inspiritus 
CEO 

Dr. Judy Monroe 
CDC Foundation 
President & CEO 

Mark Moore 
MANA Nutrition 
Co-Founder & CEO 

Jacquie Muteteke 
Jimmy Carter Financial Center 
Financial Educator 

John L. Neely 
Colliers International 
Partner 

Lamar Norton 
EOM 
Consultant for Business Development
 
Michelle Nunn 
CARE USA 
President & CEO 

Colonel M. E. Nunnally* 
U.S. Marine Corps
Colonel (Ret.)  

Max Oligario 
Bank of America 
Market Executive - Georgia, Senior
Vice President 

Dan Owens 
Prolucent Health 
CTO 
TechCXO 
Principal/Fractional CTO 

Hon. Michael Owens 
Mableton 
Mayor 

Lindsay Papisdero
Astrobotic Technology 
Director Civil & Commercial Business
Development Space Foundation 
Board Member, New Generation
Space Leader 

Sam Park 
Georgia House of Representatives 
State Representative
Georgia House Democratic Caucus 
Whip 
Positive Impact Health Centers 
General Counsel 

Meghan Magruder 
King & Spalding LLP
Former Partner 

Mylle Mangum 
IBT Enterprises, LLC 
CEO 

Sunny K. Park* 
Global Sun Investments, Inc. 
President 
Duke Davidson, LLC 
President 

Hon. John Parkerson* 
Honorary Consul General & Foreign 
Economic Counselor of Hungary 
Chalmers, Adams, Backer &
Kaufman, LLC 
Attorney At Law 
P&S International Strategies, LLC 
Co-Founder & Managing Executive

Hon. Don Parsons 
Georgia House of Representatives 
State Representative 
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David Peterson 
The North Highland Company 
Founder and Former CEO 
Literacy For All 
Steering Committee Member
 
Joyce E. Piersanti 
United Nations 
Former Director of Sales Worldwide 
Zonta Club of Savannah 
Board Director 

Dr. Julie Poteet 
Ocular Wellness and Nutrition
Society 
Past President 
MyEye Dr 
Doctor 
American Nutrition Association 
Board Member 

David M. Ratcliffe 
Southern Company 
Former Chairman, President & CEO 

Scott Raynes 
Southeast Georgia Health System 
President & CEO
 
Jonathan Reckford 
Habitat for Humanity 
CEO 

Charles Redding 
Momentum Wheels for Humanity 
Executive Director 
MedShare 
Former President & CEO 

Hon. Kasim Reed 
City of Atlanta 
Former Mayor 

Hon. Trey Rhodes 
Georgia House of Representatives 
State Representative 

Hon. Brenda Lopez Romero 
Georgia House of Representatives 
Former State Representative 
Gwinnett County District Attorney’s
Office 
Senior Assistant District Attorney
 
Teya Ryan 
Georgia Public Broadcasting 
Former President & CEO 

Jill Savitt 
National Center for Civil and Human
Rights 
President & CEO 

Carmenlita Scott 
Atlanta Airport Chamber 
President & CEO 

Gerald Scott* 
First Community Development 
Senior Vice President 

Doug Shipman 
City of Atlanta 
City Council President 

Hon. Deborah Silcox 
Georgia House of Representatives 
State Representative 

Hon. Lawrence Silverman 
Georgia Tech Sam Nunn School of
International Affairs 
Faculty Lecturer 
Albring Stonebridge Group 
Senior Advisor 
U.S. Department of State 
Former Ambassador 

Barbara Smith 
The Carter Center 
Vice President of Peace Programs 
Payne Institute for Public Policy 
Non-resident Fellow 
Center for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS) 
Senior Associate (Non-Resident), 
Human Rights Initiative 

Hon. Vance Smith 
Georgia House of Representatives 
State Representative 

Carmela Spinelli 
Savannah College of Art and
Design 
Fashion Historian 

Scott Steilen 
Sea Island Company
President  

Chase Stell 
Center for Transportation and the 
Environment 
Managing Consultant 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader 

Hon. Ron Stephens 
Georgia House of Representatives 
State Representative 

Melinda Sylvester 
The Greater Georgia Black Chamber
of Commerce 
Founder/President & CEO 

Katerina Taylor 
DeKalb Chamber of Commerce 
Former President & CEO 
Nelson Mullins Riley &
Scarborough 
Director 

Maria Thacker Goethe 
Georgia Bio 
President & CEO 

Chelsea Toledo 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 
Public Health Advisor 
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader
 
Hugh “Trip” Tollison 
Savannah Economic Development 
Authority 
President & CEO 

Bob Turknett 
Turknett Leadership Group 
Owner & Co-Chair 

Carolyn M. Turknett 
Turknett Leadership Group 
Co-Founder & Co-Chair
 
Chikere Uchegbu 
Stairworx Inc. 
President 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 
Former Lead, Public Affairs Unit,
Division of Global HIV & TB
 
T. Rogers Wade 
Capitolink, Inc. 
Senior Partner 

Matt Waterfield* 
Cisco 
Data Center Product Specialist

Raymon White 
Commonwealth Group Partners 
Founder & Principal 

Dov Wilker 
AJC Atlanta 
Regional Director 

Hon. Joe Wilkinson* 
Georgia House of Representatives 
Former State Representative (2001-
2016)
 
Hon. Pat Wilson 
Georgia Department of Economic 
Development 
Commissioner 

Dr. Veronica Womack 
Black Farmers Network 
Founder 
Georgia College & State University 
Executive Director, Rural Studies
Institute 

Hon. Stan Wise* 
Georgia Public Service Commission 
Former Commissioner 

*Indicates Veteran of the 
U.S. Armed Forces 

As of September 22nd, 2025 
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