
Floridians are 
PUTTING SMART POWER TO WORK

Paid for by the U.S. Global Leadership Coalition. www.usglc.org

Keeping America Safe

Saving  
Lives

Creating Opportunities

•  Trade supports 1.8 million jobs in Florida

•  Florida exported $52.4 billion of goods 
    in 2008

•  11.1% of all manufacturing workers in 
    Florida depend on exports for their jobs

*Affiliations given for identification  
purposes only.

Global Development and Diplomacy Work:

Michael I. Abrams
Director, Miami Policy Group, 
Akerman Senterfitt Attorneys at 
Law

Stephen Albee			 
President, Tampa Bay Council of 
World Affairs and Commerce

Amb. Leslie M. Alexander	
U.S. Ambassador to Ecuador 
(1996-1999)

Annette Alvarez	
Executive Director, Miami Council 
for International Visitors

Walter Alvarez		
Commercial Mortgage Originator, 
Absolut Financial Resources, Inc.

Kathy Andersen		
Founder and CEO, Development 
Connect

Dr. Teo A. Babun, Jr.		
Executive Director, Americas 
Relief Team

Hon. Dick J. Batchelor	
President, Dick Batchelor 
Management Group, Inc.

Sharie A. Blanton		
NGO Outreach, Global Reach

Régine B. Cambronne		
Director of Development, Baptist 
Health Foundation 

Betty Castor 
President, University of South 
Florida (1994-1999)

Joe Catrambone		
President, Stuart/Martin County 
Chamber of Commerce

Hon. Humberto J. Cortina	
President, HJC Consultants, Inc.; 
Member, Florida Small Business 
Regulatory Advisory Council

Liefke Cox			 
Director of Partner Relations, 
Enterprise Florida

Dr. Maria Crummett		
Dean of International Affairs, 
University of South Florida

Ana Cruz			 
Principal, Leaders Edge, LLC

Susan B. Davis		
Associate Director, Center for 
Hemispheric Policy, University of 
Miami 

Hon. Manuel A. Diaz		
Mayor of Miami (2001-2009) 
 
Karen Echols			 
COO/CFO, Greater Miami 
Chamber of Commerce 

Sean D. Foreman, Ph.D.	
Host, “World of Politics”; Assistant 
Professor of History & Political 
Science, Barry University

Antonio Garrastazu	
Director of Business and 
Government Relations, Global Via 
USA

Howard Glicken	
Founder, Chairman and CEO, The 
Americas Group

Carmenza U. Gonzalez	
Vice President, International 
Business Development, Metro 
Orlando Economic Development 
Commission

Alexandra Gordon	
Legislative Coordinator, ONE; 
District Chair, CARE

Dr. John Hitt			 
President, University of Central 
Florida

Barry E. Johnson		
President & CEO, Greater Miami 
Chamber of Commerce 

Ralph MacNamara	
Director of Client Services, 
Kaufman, Rossin & Co.; Treasurer, 
Florida District Export Council

Henryka Manes	
Founding Executive Director, 
EcoWorks International, Inc.

Andrew J. Markus           	
Chair, International Practice 
Group, Carlton Fields

Manuel A. Mencia		
Senior Vice President, Enterprise 
Florida

Patricia Menéndez-Cambó	
Chair, Global Practice Group, 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Rev. Russell Meyer		
Executive Director, Florida Council 
of Churches

Dawn Nagy			 
State Chair, CARE; Orlando 
Coordinator, ONE

Ramón Ojeda			 
President, Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce of Metro Orlando 

Carlos Palomares		
President, SMC Resources

Demian A. Pasquarelli
Executive Director, Florida 
Association for Volunteer 
Action in the Caribbean and the 
Americas, Inc. 

Sara Paterni			 
Florida State Chair, ONE	

Clelia Ponassi			 
President, Sheer Management 
Corporation; Ambassador of 
Commerce, International Business 
Council of Florida

Ellen Powers			 
Executive Director, Project 
Medishare for Haiti, Inc.

Ramiro Prudencio		
Managing Director, Burson-
Marsteller	

Dr. Susan Kaufman Purcell	
Director, Center for Hemispheric 
Policy, University of Miami

Carolina Rendiero		
Founder & CEO, Business Centers 
International

Richard Roffman			
Host & President, The Rich 
Roffman Show

Martin H. Rogol		
Principal, Marketing Concepts, 
Inc.

Mary Sawyer			 
Executive Director, American Red 
Cross of Martin County

Rabbi Solomon Schiff		
Executive Vice President Emeritus, 
Rabbinical Association of Greater 
Miami

Mark Schlakman		
Senior Program Director, Center 
for the Advancement of Human 
Rights, Florida State University

Hon. Donna Shalala			 
President, University of Miami

Brian Siegal			 
Executive Director, Greater Miami 
& Broward Chapter, American 
Jewish Committee 
 

Betsy Skipp			 
Guardian ad Litem 
 
Don Stacks, Ph.D.		
Program Director, Professor, 
University of Miami School of 
Communication

Irma Stenman	
Director, International Business 
Development, Metro Orlando 
Economic Development 
Commission

Dan Sultan	
Director, Jewish Community 
Relations Council, Tampa 
Jewish Community Center and 
Federation

Col. Manuel Supervielle	
Former General Counsel for 
U.S. and Coalition Forces in 
Afghanistan

Sam Tidwell	
CEO, American Red Cross, Greater 
Miami & the Keys Chapter

Noreen L. Timoney		
President, Miami Women’s Club

Lisa Torres	
South Florida Area Director, World 
Vision

Marty Urra	
Project Consultant, Committee 
of Interns & Residents, SEIU 
Healthcare

Zoraida Velasco	
Coordinator, International 
Business Development, Metro 
Orlando Economic Development 
Commission		

Richard Wainio		
Port Director & CEO, Tampa Port 
Authority

Most Rev. Thomas Wenski	
Bishop, Diocese of Orlando 

Deborah Wilkinson	
Chief Development Officer, 
Broward County Office of 
Economic & Small Business 
Development

Eric Williams		
President, Landstar Global 
Logistics, Inc.

Samantha Zerbe		
Global Development Business 
Specialist, Broward County Office 
of Economic & Small			 
Business Development

We live in an interconnected world. America’s security and prosperity are 
linked to the security and prosperity of other nations. In the Sunshine 

State, we understand that military power alone cannot keep us safe 
from terrorism and infectious disease that recognize no borders. 

And our economy is tied to the world’s economy now more than 
ever.   
 
But there is something we can do to make Florida more secure 
and prosperous—we can invest in a smart power foreign policy 
approach by using our non-military tools of global development 
and diplomacy, alongside defense, to extend a hand to countries 

in need, save lives, build partnerships, create markets and 
demonstrate America’s moral leadership.   

 
As business, faith-based and military leaders from across our state -- 

Democrat and Republican -- we call on our state’s leaders to join us in 
putting smart power to work by strengthening our non-military tools of 

global engagement to build a better, safer, more prosperous Florida, America 
and world.


