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Dear XXXX, 

Next week the Senate will debate the FY12 State-Foreign Operations Appropriations Bill, and the threat of severe cutting amendments to our nation’s development and diplomacy programs is more real than ever.  It is critical that we raise our voices to urge Senators to oppose cutting amendments to the International Affairs Budget during Senate floor consideration.  
The Senate needs to hear your voice, so please contact your Senators today.  You CAN make a difference—please don’t wait.  
If the Senate adopts cutting amendments to the FY12 International Affairs Budget similar to the levels in the House, the two-year cut to these programs will total at least 20%.  For some specific programs, the cuts would be even more draconian.  These are disproportionate cuts that will diminish America’s global engagement and competiveness.
The International Affairs Budget is a strategic, cost-effective investment that helps tackle the root causes of conflict and extremism, respond to humanitarian crises, and build new markets for U.S. goods and services.
We need to act right now to protect these critical programs.  Click here to urge your Senator to oppose cutting amendments to the International Affairs Budget.  Please also be sure to forward this message to your friends and neighbors. 

In today’s dangerous and complex world, we need all of our foreign policy tools working together.  I urge you to take action right away to stop these deep and disproportionate cuts.

Sincerely, 

