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Co-Chairs

Rev. Russ Adcox
Maury Hills Church
Lead Pastor

Samar Ali

Vanderbilt University

Research Professor of Law & Political
Science

Millions of Conversations

President & CEO

World Economic Forum

Young Global Leader

John Aron
The Pasta Shoppe
Chief Operating Officer

Tiffany Atkinson
Freedom’s Promise
President

Hon. Fabian Bedne

Nashville Metro Council

Former Councilmember

Saint Thomas Health Foundation
Board Member

John Bell
The Foundation at Cookeville
Regional Executive Director

Hon. Andy Berke
City of Chattanooga
Former Mayor (2013-2021)

Douglas Berry
Miller & Martin PLLC
Of Counsel

Emily Blackledge
African Leadership
President

Catherine Boettner
Cathy Boettner, Business Strategist
Management Consultant

Amelia Bozeman

Middle Tennessee State University
Faculty Lecturer, Department of
Management, Jones College of
Business

Oscar Brock

Stone Fort Properties, LLC
Developer, Real Estate Broker &
Property Manager

Tennessee Advisory Committee

These business, military, farmer, faith, and community leaders
understand that Tennessee wins when America leads in the world with
strategic investments in development and diplomacy, alongside defense.

Hon. Phillip N. Bredesen Jr.
Governor (2003-2011)

Douglas J. Brown
Brown & Tatro, PC
Senior Partner

Hon. Paige Brown
City of Gallatin
Mayor

Lt. Gen. John G. Castellaw*
Farmspace Systems
President & CEO

U.S. Marine Corps
Retired

Erin Coleman*
Yad Consulting
President

Dr. Stephen Cook
Second Baptist Church of Memphis
Senior Pastor

Pace Cooper
Cooper Hotels
President & CEO

Elizabeth Seigenthaler Courtney
FINN Partners
Managing Partner, Southeast

Chelsea Crawford
TennesseeCAN
Executive Director

Wayne Culbreth*
Epicuri
Co-Founder

Yuri Cunza

Nashville Area Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce

President & CEO

Eddie Davidson

Piedmont Natural Gas

Vice President, Government
Affairs & Community Relations

Bobh Davis
RJD Group
President

Celia Denney

Knox Area Rescue Ministries
Senior Director of Community
Engagement

Hon. William “Bill” H. Frist
U.S. Senate, (1995-2007)
Majority Leader, (2003-2007)

Wally Dietz

Metropolitan Government of Nashville &
Davidson County

Director of Law

Joseph A. DiPietro
University of Tennessee
Former President

Bruce Dobie
PowerPoll
President & CEO

Hon. Raquetta Dotley
Chattanooga City Council
Councilwoman

The Net Resource Foundation
Executive Director

Colleen Dudley
Habitat for Humanity of Tennessee
State Executive Director

Dr. Jenny Dyer
The 2030 Collaborative
Founder

Julie Ellis
Butler Snow LLP
Senior Counsel

Chris Ferrell
Endeavor Business Media,
CEO

Edward “Ted” Fischer

Vanderbilt University

Cornelius Vanderbilt Professor of
Anthropology

Jim Frierson
Compass Innovation
Founder

Tim Gehring
Vice President
Bridge Public Affairs

Hon. Bill Gibbons

Memphis Shelby Crime Commission
President

University of Memphis

Executive Director, Public Safety Institute
State of Tennessee

Hon. Erica Gilmore
Metropolitan Government of Nashville
Trustee
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Mark Hackett
Operation Broken Silence
Executive Director

Richard Hagemeyer
Agmark Logistics:
Former Owner & Co-Founder

Jerold Hale

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
Provost & Executive Vice Chancellor for
Academic Affairs

Justin Hall
Maryville-Alcoa Rotary Club
Former President

Cordia Harrington

Crown Bakeries (The Bakery Cos.)
Founder & CEO

American Bakers Association (ABA)
Immediate Past Chair

Larry Harrington

Wilson Center

Advisory Board Mexico Institute
Vanderbilt University

Affiliated Faculty, Center for Latin
American, Caribbean, and Latinx
Studies

Private Practice Attorney

Colonel Sam Hatcher*

Cumberland University

Chairman of the Board of Trustees
First Light Communications
Owner

Dr. Douglas Heimburger
Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Professor of Medicine, Emeritus

Dr. Liane Hentschke
Tennessee World Affairs Council
Chair

Hon. Jenny Hill
Chattanooga City Council
Councilwoman

Rob Hoskins
Tennessee Valley Industrial Committee
Executive Director

Hayley Hovious
HC9 Ventures
Head of Network & Community

Tari Hughes

Tari Hughes Advisory

Strategic Advisor

Center for Nonprofit Management
Former President & CEO

Dr. Galen Hull

HULL International, LLC

President

Tennessee State University

Former Dean of International Affairs

Mary Katharine Hunt
Justice & Mercy International
CEO

Donnie Hutcherson
HHM CPAs
Managing Partner

Bradley Jackson

Tennessee Chamber of Commerce &
Industry

Former President

Hon. Mina Johnson

Nashville Metro Council

Former Councilmember

Sister Cities of Nashville Board of Directors
President

Dr. Rachelle Johnson

Johnson Strategy Group

Managing Partner

Kentucky State University

Former Executive Director for
Government Relations and Economic
Innovation

Stacy Johnson
La Paz Chattanooga
President & CEO

Peter Jones

Schneider Electric

VP for International Sales & Business
Development

Thomas Jones
Research Electronics International
Co-Owner & General Manager

Nancy Keil

Second Harvest Food Bank of Middle
Tennessee

President & CEO

Hon. Tim Kelly
City of Chattanooga
Mayor

Dr. David Kemme

University of Memphis

Professor, William N. Morris Chair of
Excellence, Member Board of Trustees
FedEx Institute of Technology
Co-Director, Data Science Research
Cluster

Brock Kidd

Pinnacle Asset Management

Founding Partner & Managing Director
Raymond James Financial Services (RJFS)
Private Wealth Manager

Matt Kisber
Silicon Ranch Corporation
Chairman

Matt Largen
Williamson County Chamber of Commerce
President & CEO

Tennessee Advisory Committee

Todd Lawrence
Urban Green Lab
Executive Director

Michael I. Lebovitz
CBL Properties
President

Jon Lee

The Living Water Project

President of the Board of Directors
Chief Executive Group

Director of Data Services & Research
Manager

Adam Leibowitz

East Nashville Self Storage
President

Alta Constructors, LLC
Founding Partner & Principal

Deborah Levine
The American Diversity Report
Editor in Chief

Dr. Ron Marston
HCCA Management Company
Chairman & CEO

La Quita Martin
Information Management
President

Shellie G. McCain

Cooperative Association of Tractor
Dealers

President

Dr. Sidney A. McPhee
Middle Tennessee State University
President

Anis Mnif

Tennessee State University College of
Business

Interim Chair & Assistant Professor of
Finance

Wade Munday

Bridgestone Americas

Director of Corporate Philanthropy and
Social Impact

Elizabeth A. Olim
Olim International
President

Dr. Jeff Overby

Belmont University

Director Tennessee Export Initiative,
Edward C. & Helen J. Kennedy Chair of
Excellence, & Professor of International
Business and Marketing

Hon. George Paine

Nashville Committee on Foreign
Relations

Former President

United States Bankruptcy Court, Middle
District of Tennessee

Former Chief Judge
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Hannah Paramore
Author, Speaker, & Consultant

Luis Parodi

Republic Bank

Vice President, Senior Regional CRA, &
Community Development Officer

Dr. Cathy Payne

Church of God in Prophecy International
Offices

Global Missions Coordinator

Hon. Joe Pitts

City of Clarksville

Mayor

Tennessee House of Representatives
Former Member

Dr. Claude Pressnell

Tennessee Independent Colleges and
Universities Association

Former President

Peter Young
USAID
Retired

Hon. Bill Purcell

City of Nashville

Former Mayor (1997-2007)
Vanderbilt University

Adjunct Professor of Public Policy
Frost Brown Todd

Counsel

Surendra Ramanna
TRC Worldwide Engineering, Inc.
Founder & CEO

Rabbi Philip Rice
Congregation Micah

Hon. Baker D. Ring
Sumner County Commission
Commissioner

John Rowley

Crisis Red Team (CRT)
Founder

CounterPoint Messaging
Founder

Dr. M. David Rudd

University of Memphis

President Emeritus, Distinguished
Professor of Psychology, &
Director, Rudd Institute

Mindy Ruffalo
Twisted Oak Capital
Managing Partner

Lt. Cdr. Patrick Ryan*

Tennessee World Affairs Council
Founder & President

U.S. Navy

Retired

Tennessee Advisory Committee

Jack M. Sammons
Ampro Industries
President

Gray Sasser
Buchalter
Of Counsel

Ralph Schulz
Nashville Chamber of Commerce
Former President & CEO

Pastor Dan Scott
Branches Health
Pastoral Counselor

Jim Shepherd
Tennessee World Affairs Council
Board Member

Leigh A. Shockey

Drexel Chemical Company
CEO

Melody Place

Founder & Chair

Kelle Shultz
Knoxville Habitat for Humanity
President & CEO

Tod Shuttleworth
Bishop Cabinets, Inc.
Business Unit Leader
Prodigy Cabinetry
Former CEO

Rev. Mark Smith
Laurel Church of Christ
Senior Minister

Stefan Speligene
roux
Founder

Dwayne Spencer

Habitat for Humanity of Greater
Memphis

President & CEO

Kiran Sreepada
The States Project
Deputy Director, Programs

Rev. Clay Stauffer
Woodmont Christian Church
Senior Minister

Hon. Ronnie Steine
City of Nashville
Former Metro Councilman at Large

Tim Stewart

Belmont University

Director of Service-Learning

United Nations Association, Nashville
Ex-Officio Past President

Takeo Suzuki

University of Tennessee Chattanooga
Executive Director, Center for Global
Education

Darryl M. Taliaferro

The Taliaferro Foundation

Founder & Board Chair

Taliaferro Leadership Consulting, LLC
President & CEOQO

Mike Terry
Paramount Strategies
Managing Partner

Hon. Neil Thomas llI*
The Law Firm of Thomas & Thomas
Attorney at Law

Gabrielle Thompson

Free for Life International
Former CEO & Executive Director
RECLAIM (Formerly IDEAS)

CEO

Carter Todd

Kirkland’s

Senior Vice President and General
Counsel

Daniel Tolar
Rescue 1 Global (R1G)
CEO

Dr. Rolando Toyos
Toyos Clinic
Medical Director & Founder

Darren Tyler
Conduit Church
Lead Pastor

James Weaver

Holland & Knight LLP

Partner

United Way of Greater Nashville
Member Board of Trustees

Hon. A. C. Wharton, Jr.

City of Memphis

Former Mayor (2009-2015)
The A C Wharton Group
Attorney at Law

Dr. Bethany Williams
Exile International
Founder

Mike Wilson

Metropolitan Government of Nashville
and Davidson County

Former Candidate for Mayor

Pathway Affordable Housing Corp.
President

Hon. Phil Wilson
Rutherford County Commission
Commissioner



U.S.GLOBAL
LEADERSHIP
COALITION

Matthew A. Wiltshire

Pathway Lending Affordable Housing
Corp.

President, Pathway Housing Fund &
SVP, Affordable Housing

Art Woods
Healing Hands International, Inc.
President

Steve Young
Living Waters for the World
Executive Director

*Indicates Veteran of the
U.S. Armed Forces

As of November 12th, 2025

Tennessee Advisory Committee



