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lllinois Advisory Committee

These business, faith, military, and community leaders believe that Illinois benefits when
America leads in the world through investments in development and diplomacy.

Aurora Austriaco
Valentine, Austriaco, and Bueschel P.C.,
Partner

Brian Abrahams

American Friends of Sheba Medical
Center

CEO

Hon. Rita Ali
City of Peoria
Mayor

Fardous Asem Rahmani
Heartland Alliance

Office of Role of Law and Security
Institutions, Department of Peace
Operations, United Nations
Secretariat Associate Director

Sara Cantor Aye
Greater Good Studio
Co-Founder & Executive Director

Rich Baader
Spirit Cultural Exchange
Co-Founder & CEO

John Barcanic
Intersekt
Founding Director

Bethany Bennick

U.S. Department of Commerce

Deputy Team Lead for Water & Waste
Water Technologies

Global Environmental Technology Team

Silvia Bonilla

Illinois Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
Director, Small Business Development
Center

Fabrice Bonvoisin

FB International LLC

President

International Trade Club of Chicago
President

H2 Power

CEO

Terence Boyle
Loyola University
Advanced Instructor

Joel Braunold

S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle
East Peace

Managing Director

Council on Foreign Relations

Term Member

Bill Browne*
Cook County Veterans Affairs
Former Director

Hon. Kambium Buckner
Illinois General Assembly
26th District

Juan Calderon
Puerto Rican Cultural Center
Chief Operating Officer

Jeffrey Campos

Southwest Valley Chamber of
Commerce

President & CEO

Jovita Carranza
JCR Group
Founder & CEO

Michael Cassel
ID.me
Vice President

Caralynn Nowinski Collens, M.D.
Dimension Inx
Co-Founder & CEO

Melissa Cook
Heartland Alliance International, LLC
Executive Director

Kevin Conlon
Conlon & Dunn Public Strategies, Inc.,
Founder & President

Sean Conlon
Conlon & Co.
Founding Partner

Todd Connor*

Bunker Labs

Founder

Veterans for Voters

CEO

Veterans for Political Innovation
CEO

Kevin Courtois
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Vice President, Great Lakes Region

Patrick Croke

Croke Fairchild Morgan & Beres LLC
Partner

Northwestern University

Adjunct Professor of Civil and
Environmental Engineering Truman
National Security Project

Political Partner

Dr. Gene Crume
Judson University
President

Claire Cunningham
One World Surgery
CEO

Hon. John P. Daley

Cook County Board of Commissioners
Commissioner

Illinois Senate

Senator (1989-1992)

Illinois House of Representatives
Representative (1985-1989)
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Senior Council

TUR Partners LLC

Executive Chairman

Hon. Richard M. Daley

City of Chicago

Mayor (1989-2011)

Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Senior Council

TUR Partners LLC

Executive Chairman

Dr. Adam Davis

University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign
Department of Crop Sciences

Professor & Head

Hon. Rodney Davis
Cozen O’Connor Public Strategies
Managing Director
Member of Congress (2013-2023)

John DeBlasio*

GPD Charitable Trust
Founder & Executive Director
DT Global and DT Institute
Chairman

Bootstrap Capital

Managing Director

Laurel Delaney

Women Entrepreneurs Grow Global
President

GlobeTrade.com

Founder and President

Lieutenant Colonel John Dereu
U.S. Army Reserve

Retired.

College (& Applied) Marketing
Technologies, Inc.

Co-Owner
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Ray Doeksen*
The American Legion
Senior Vice Commander, Membership

Raymond C. Drake

UPS

Vice President, State Government
Affairs

Retired

Keith Evans
Key Financial Insurance Agency
President

Teresa A. Faidley

Wintrust Financial

Executive Vice-President / Regional
Manager Business & Community
Banking

Berk Fernandez
UNA Worldwide
Managing Director

Lenora Fisher
Intersect Illinois
Director of Business Development

Jim Foley

Bradley University, Turner Center for
Entrepreneurship - Foster College of
Business

Director

Michael K. Forde
Forde & O’Meara, LLP
Attorney

Hon. Michael Frerichs
State of Illinois
Treasurer

Steven Fricke
Stephenson County Farm Bureau
President

Dan Futrell*
Pat Tillman Foundation
CEO

Marla Gamze

Kaltja International, Board Advisor
Sustainability Analytics & Business
Intelligence

Don Garner
LL.M. Law Group
President

Nancy Gerrie
Winston & Strawn LLP
Former Partner
Retired
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Daniel Goff
Kodiak Robotics
Director of External Affairs

Daniel Goldwin
Jewish United Fund
Chief Public Affairs Officer

Hon. Elizabeth “Liz” Gorman
Iconenergy, Ltd
Regional Business Leader

Richard Guebert
Illinois Farm Bureau
Former President
Prashant Gupta, CFA
NEEM Partners
Managing Member

Simona Haiduc

Opportunity International

Senior Vice President International
Business Development

Mark E. Hanna, A.A.E.*
Springfield Airport Authority
Executive Director

Tom Hanschman
Cornell College
Director of Planned Giving

Kaili Harding

Student Osteopathic Medical
Association

Executive Director

American Osteopathic Association

Ambassador Fay Hartog-Levin
Chicago Council on Global Affairs
Board Member

Distinguished Fellow
Ambassador (Ret.)

Lori Healey
Obama Foundation
Senior Vice President

Col. Paul Joseph Hettich*
U.S. Army Reserve
Ambassador (Ret.)

John Hewko

Rotary International & The Rotary
Foundation

General Secretary & CEO

Adam Hitchcock
Sovereign Infrastructure Group
Member of the Board

Thomas Hulseman
Chicago Regional Growth Corporation
Founding Executive Director

Hon. Randy Hultgren
Illinois Bankers Association
President and CEO

Cheryle Jackson
Grit and Grace, The Movement
Founder and CEO

Seenaa Jimjimo

Oromo Legacy Leadership & Advocacy
Association

Executive Director

Robert Johnson
Emergent Ethos
General Counsel

Alexiaa Jordan
Aeyon
Deputy Director, Defense

Jamie Jowers
Chicago Refugee Coalition
Board President

Dr. John N. Kalaras
Quality Training Institute, Inc.
CEO

Juliana Kerr

Walder Foundation

Senior Program Director, Migration and
Immigrant Communities

Kitty Kurth
Kurth Lampe Worldwide
President

Victor J. LaGroon*
Assurance Health Data
Head of Global Health Equity Strategy

Laura Ortega Lamela

Illinois Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director - International
Business

Kevin Lampe
Kurth Lampe Worldwide
Executive Vice President

Jack Lavin
Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce
President & CEO

Kenneth Lehman
KKP Group
Managing Partner

Jessica Linder-Gallo
Peoria Area Chamber of Commerce
President & CEO

Donna Lindquist
Soleil Global Communications
President



U.S.GLOBAL
LEADERSHIP
COALITION

Diane A. MacDonald
NTN Bearing Corporation of America
Attorney

Amy Maglio
Women'’s Global Education Project
Founder & Executive Director

McKinzey Manes
Edison Awards
Sales Operation Manager

Margo Markopoulos
Illinois Department of Commerce
Director, Office of Trade & Investment

Trish Mcgill*
Verizon
Counsel - State Government Affairs

Adam McGriffin

Cook County Government
Manager, Research, Operations and
Innovation

Hon. Susana Mendoza
State of Illinois
Comptroller

Dr. Mark J. Munoz

Millikin University

Professor, Management & International
Business

Gene Olson
Metropolitan Airport Authority of Peoria
Director of Airports

Alejandro Ortega

United States Department of Justice
Assistant United States Attorney
USGLC Next Gen Global Leader

John Oxtoby

Ariel Investments

Senior Vice President &

Director of Environmental, Social, and
Governance (ESG) Investing

Peggy Parfenoff

Conlon Public Strategies
Senior Advisor

Columbia College Chicago
Adjunct Professor

Richard Paullin

International Trade Association of
Greater Chicago

Executive Director

Donovan Pepper

Walgreen Co.

Senior Director

Government Relations & Civic
Engagement

Nicole Piquette

U.S. Attorney’s Office - Southern District
of Texas

Assistant United States Attorney

USGLC Next Gen Global Leader

Nick Powers
UNCOMN, LLC
Chief Growth Officer

Elizabeth Powley
MacArthur Foundation
Director of Grants Management

David Prystowsky

Jewish United Fund of Metropolitan
Chicago

Chief Development Officer

Kathryn Reilly
Illinois Coalition for Legal Reform
Executive Director

Gene Reineke

Hawthorne Strategy Group
Retired Founder & Chairman
Moreau College Initiative
Adjunct Professor

Nikita Richards*

Governor’s Office Commission on Equity
and Inclusion, Internal/External
Communications & Legislative Affairs
Officer

Dimitri Roberts

Winston 7 Strawn LLP

Retired Co-Chair, Employee Benefits and
Executive Compensation Practice

Mimi Rodman
Stand for Children
Former Executive Director

Dr. Matt Rosenstein PhD
University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign
Director, Global Education and Training

Hon. Peter Roskam
Sidley Austin LLP
Partner

Ginta Rubin

Chicago International Trade
Commissioners’ Association
President

Kirk Samson
Nexdigm
Director
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Michael R. Schmitt
America-Israel Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director

Skip Schrayer
Jewish Community Relations Council
Past Chairman

Lea Schmidgall
Habitat for Humanity
Executive Director

Julie Schmidt
Turning Pointe Autism Foundation
Development Officer, Events & Partners

Jonathan Schweitzer

American Jewish Committee
Managing Director, Marketing and
Communications

Dan Seals
Intersect lllinois
Former Chief Executive Officer

Elizabeth Shackleford

The John Sloan Dickey Center for
International Understanding at
Dartmouth

Senior Policy Director

Cecile Shea

Wakaru Communications

Founder & President

Foreign Service Officer (1990-2016)

Adele Simmons
Global Philanthropy Partnership
President

Lee Simmons
BioEnergy Corporation
CEO

Alan Solow
Grover Strategies LLC
Founder

Ted Stalnos
Calumet Area Industrial Commission
President & CEO

Jordan Stark
HERE Technologies
Global Corporate Communications

Ted Strand
Maizing Products
Founder & CEO

Allison Summers

Association for Pediatric Hematology &
Oncology Nurses

Executive Director
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Ben Taylor
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Vice President of Public Affairs

Steve Thomas*
FutureWave Finance
Founder & CEO

Courtney Thompson
Zeno Group
Executive Vice President

Tom Thorelli
Thorelli & Associates
Partner/Owner

Maj. Gen. Charles Tucker* (USAF, Ret.)
World Engagement Institute
Executive Director and Co-Founder

Pepe Vargas
International Latino Cultural Center
Founder & Executive Director

Cedric Volkmer
Komatsu America Corp.
District Manager

Lisa Waller
BDG International, Inc.
President

Bharat Walia
TangoCode Inc.
Go-to-Market Strategy Consultant

Alexander “Sandy” Weissent
CEO Roundtable of Chicago
Chairman

Ursula Wegrzynowicz
U.S. Small Business Administration
Export Finance Manager

Mark Wilson
T-Mobile
National External Affairs Manager

Julian J. Williams
Chapman and Cutler LLP
Staff Attorney

Heather Wright
Farmers Insurance
Corporate Counsel

Siva Yam
US China Chamber of Commerce
President

Andrea Zopp
Cleveland Avenue
Managing Partner

* Indicates Veteran of the
U.S. Armed Forces

As of May 20th, 2025
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