Talking Points on Cutting Amendments to the FY14 Senate Budget Resolution


Concerns about Cutting Amendments 
· The International Affairs Budget is a strategic, cost-effective investment that saves lives, responds to humanitarian crises, helps tackle the root causes of conflict and extremism, and builds new markets for U.S. goods and services.
· Every federal department and agency must contribute its fair share to tackling our nation’s debt, but disproportionate cuts to International Affairs programs are not in America’s best interests.
· The International Affairs Budget has already been cut disproportionately: nearly 20% since FY10.  

· The Senate’s FY14 Budget Resolution avoids further cuts to these programs.
· We urge you to oppose the amendment offered by Senator _______ to impose even more decimating cuts to the International Affairs Budget. 
The International Affairs Budget Saves Lives and Upholds our Humanitarian Values

· All over the world, American humanitarian efforts have saved millions of lives, cured diseases, provided life-saving treatment to those living with HIV, promoted democracy, and built the foundation of local economies.
· U.S. development programs also address the root causes of poverty and help people improve their own lives, and the lives of their families, communities, and countries for the long-term.
· These programs reinforce the values and compassion of the United States and leverage large private charitable donations.
· America must continue to play a leadership role in saving lives and responding to human suffering throughout the world.
· Through PEPFAR, we have saved the lives of nearly 5.1 million men, women and children.

· More than 3 million lives are saved each year thanks to our immunization programs.

· U.S. anti-malaria programs have cut deaths in children under 5 by 36% since 2005.

The International Affairs Budget is Critical to Our National Security

· The International Affairs Budget is vital to our national security and preventing another 9/11.

· The threats to U.S. security today require a bold mix of interventions and partnerships that combine military and non-military tools – both “hard” and “soft” power.

· That’s why every National Security Strategy since 9/11 has elevated Diplomacy and Development on par with Defense.

· That’s why military leaders – such as former Secretaries Gates and Panetta, and Admiral Mullen and General Dempsey – have been vocal about the need to more adequately fund the State Department and USAID.

· As General Mattis, current commander of U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM), said earlier this month, “If you don't fund the State Department fully, then I need to buy more ammunition.”
The International Affairs Budget Helps Spur U.S. Economic and Job Growth 

· 95% of the world’s customers live outside our borders.

· More than 1 out of 5 American jobs are tied to international trade 

· America's fastest growing markets—now representing more than 50% of U.S. exports—are in developing countries.
· Other countries, especially China, are outpacing the U.S. in international investments, which threatens America’s leadership and influence. 

The International Affairs Budget is Cost-Effective

· Development and diplomacy programs are cost-effective investments, helping achieve U.S. goals abroad at lower cost (in lives and dollars) than using the military.  
· As former Secretary Gates said, “Development is cheaper than war.”
· These programs are especially critical at a time when the Defense Department is facing tight budgets.  Modest investment in these civilian-led programs can save the military money. 
