
   
 

 
 

Florida Advisory Committee 
*Indicates Veteran of the United States Military 

Honorary Co-Chairs 
Hon. Mel Martinez  U.S. Senate (2004-2009); Secretary of Housing and Urban  
  Development (2001-2003) 
Hon. Donna E. Shalala  President, University of Miami; U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services  
  (1993-2001) 

 
Hon. Michael I. Abrams Director, Miami Policy Group, Akerman Senterfitt Attorneys at Law 
Brig. Gen. John Adams* Retired Army Brigadier General 
Hon. Sandy Adams* U.S. House of Representatives (2011-2013) 
Amb. Leslie M. Alexander U.S. Ambassador to Ecuador (1996-1999) 
Hon. Jason Altmire Senior Vice President, Florida Blue; U.S. House of Representatives (2007-2013) 
Hon. Jeff Atwater Chief Financial Officer, State of Florida 
Hon. Dick J. Batchelor* President, Dick Batchelor Management Group, Inc. 
Hon. Dean Cannon Former Speaker, Florida House of Representatives 
Hon. Jim Cason Mayor, City of Coral Gables 
Amb. Paul Cejas PLC Investments, Inc.; U.S. Ambassador to Belgium (1998-2001) 
Hon. Humberto J. Cortina  President, HJC Consultants, Inc.  
Hon. Daniel Davis  State Representative and President of JAX Chamber 
Hon. Jim Davis  Partner, Holland & Knight LLP; U.S. House of Representatives (1997-2007) 
Hon. John A. Delaney President, University of North Florida; Mayor, City of Jacksonville (1995-2003) 
Hon. Lincoln Diaz-Balart U.S. House of Representatives (1993-2011) 
Hon. Manuel A. Diaz Mayor of Miami (2001-2009) 
Hon. Jose “Pepe” Diaz* Commissioner District 12, Miami Dade County Board of County Commissioners 
Hon. Buddy Dyer Mayor, City of Orlando 
Hon. Audrey Edmonson Commissioner District 3, Miami Dade County Board of County Commissioners 
Hon. Tom Feeney President and CEO, Associated Industries of Florida; U.S. House of 

Representatives (2003-2009) 
Amb. Simon Ferro  Of Counsel, Genovese, Joblove & Battista P.A.; Ambassador to Panama (1999- 
  2001) 
Hon. Carlos A. Gimenez Mayor, Miami-Dade County 
Hon. Kent Guinn Mayor, City of Ocala 
Hon. Carlos Gutierrez Secretary of Commerce (2005-2009) 
Amb. Jeanette Hyde Ambassador to Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean (1994-1997) 
Hon. Pam Iorio Mayor, City of Tampa (2003-2011) 
Hon. Ron Klein U.S. House of Representatives (2007-2011) 
Amb. Luis Lauredo U.S. Ambassador to the Organization of American States (1999-2001) 
Hon. Kenneth Lawson Secretary, Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation 
Hon. Jesse Panuccio Executive Director, Florida Department of Economic Opportunity 
Hon. Adam Putnam Commissioner, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services; U.S. 

House of Representatives (2001-2011)   
Amb. John D. Rood  Chairman, The Vestcor Companies; Ambassador to the Commonwealth of the  
  Bahamas (2004-2007) 
Hon. Mark Sharpe  Commissioner District 7, Hillsborough County Commission  
Lt. Gen. Martin Steele*  Retired Marine Lieutenant General; Executive Director, USF Military Partnerships 



Hon. Mike Suarez  Commissioner District 1, City of Tampa 
Hon. Will Weatherford  Speaker of the House, Florida House of Representatives 

 
Annette Alvarez Executive Director, Miami Council for International Visitors 
Walter Alvarez Commercial Mortgage Originator, Absolut Financial Resources, Inc. 
Kathy Andersen Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Development Connect 
Luis Arguello President, DemeTECH Corporation 
Dr. Teo A. Babun, Jr. Executive Director, Americas Relief Team 
Jonathan Baety  Financial Advisor, Conrad Santiago & Associates  
Ryan Barras Director of Business Development Americas, Transparent USA 
Oliver Barrett* Director of Knowledge Management, Ducatus Advisory LLC 
Dr. Robert Beekman International Business Programs Coordinator, University of Tampa 
Patricia Beitler President and Founder, Velocitas 
Sharie A. Blanton NGO Outreach, Global Reach 
Christine Burdick President, Tampa Downtown Partnership 
Bob Burleson President, Florida Transportation Builders’ Association 
Jeb Bush, Jr. Managing Partner, Jeb Bush and Associates, LLC 
Régine B. Cambronne Director of Development, Baptist Health Foundation  
Bill Carlson President, Tucker/Hall 
Betty Castor President, University of South Florida (1994-1999) 
Joe Catrambone President, Stuart/Martin County Chamber of Commerce 
Col. Allan Childers* Retired Air Force Colonel 
Marco Cigagna Chief Executive Officer, World For You Consulting 
Brant S. Copeland Pastor, First Presbyterian Church of Tallahassee 
Ana Cruz Principal, Leaders Edge, LLC 
Jerry Custin* President and CEO, Upper Tampa Bay Chamber of Commerce 
Susan B. Davis Associate Director, Center for Hemispheric Policy, University of Miami 
Jennifer R. Diaz Attorney, Becker & Poliakoff 
Doris Duan-Young President & CEO, Behavioral Support Services, Inc. 
Dr. Lewis Duncan President, Rollins College 
Maria A. Eichelberger Chair, Tampa Bay Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
Steve Fancher President and CEO, Florida Export Finance Corporation 
Barbara Fiedor President, Orbis Strategy Group 
Sharon Fine Vice President, Northern Trust, NA 
Ike Fisher Principal, Capital Realty Services, Inc. 
Cynthia A. Flores Vice President, Global Trade Solutions, SunTrust Bank 
Sean D. Foreman, Ph.D.  Host, “World of Politics”; Assistant Professor of History & Political Science, Barry  
  University 
Omar Franco  Managing Director, Becker & Poliakoff 
Sondie Frus  Chairman, GlobalJax 
George Gabel*  Partner, Holland & Knight LLP; International Chair, Jacksonville Regional  
  Chamber of Commerce 
Antonio Garrastazu Director of Business and Government Relations, Global Via USA 
Malvina Gasco Southeast Government Relations Manager, The Boeing Company 
Howard Glicken Founder, Chairman and CEO, The Americas Group 
Carmenza Gonzalez President and CEO, CZA Incorporated 
Emilio T. Gonzalez* President and CEO, NPI Advisors 
Alexandra Gordon Legislative Coordinator, ONE; District Chair, CARE 
Gary Gould Chief Executive Officer, Tampa Bay Jewish Community Center and Federation 
Nicole Shelley Greenidge Executive Director, The One on One Group 
Julie Grimes Managing Partner, Hilton Bentley Hotel 



Ana Guevara President, AVENTI Associates, LLC 
Robert Hans CEO, IOS Partners, Inc. 
Douglass J Hillman President and CEO, Aerosonic Corporation 
Dr. John Hitt President, University of Central Florida 
Dr. Karen A. Holbrook Senior Vice President of Global Affairs & International Research, USF 
Rick Homans President and CEO, Tampa Hillsborough Economic Development Corporation 
Carol Incarnação-Schirm Attorney, Diaz, Reus & Targ LLP 
Dan Jacobson Shareholder, Akerman Senterfitt 
Richard Jacobson Shareholder, Fowler White Boggs 
Barry E. Johnson President & CEO, Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce  

Karen Krymski Director of Strategic Initiatives, Digital Hands 
Ralph MacNamara  Director of Client Services, Kaufman, Rossin & Co.; Treasurer, Florida District  
  Export Council 
Gavin MacPhail Vice President, Jones Lang LaSalle Americas, Inc. 
Henryka Manes Founding Executive Director, EcoWorks International, Inc. 
A. Joshua Markus Chair, International Practice Group, Carlton Fields 
Chris Marlin President, Lennar International 
Donald McCorkell Senior Vice President, Global Trade Group Head, Regions Bank 
Manuel A. Mencia Senior Vice President, Enterprise Florida 
Patricia Menéndez-Cambó Chair, Global Practice Group, Greenberg Traurig, LLP 
Rev. Russell Meyer Executive Director, Florida Council of Churches 
J. Patrick Michaels Chairman & CEO, CEA Group 
Dr. Ed Moore President, Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida 
Dayana Muzinek Senior Consultant, Velocity Processing 
Dawn Nagy Dawn Nagy, State Chair, CARE; Orlando Coordinator, ONE 
Frank Nero President and CEO, Miami-Dade Beacon Council  
Janet Nichols Senior Vice President-Investments, Raymond James 
Ramón Ojeda President, Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Metro Orlando  
Max Oligario Vice President, JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. 
Dr. Eduardo J. Padron President, Miami Dade College 
Carlos Palomares President, SMC Resources 
Demian Pasquarelli  Executive Director, Florida Association for Volunteer Action in the  
  Caribbean and the Americas, Inc. 
Clelia Ponassi  President, Sheer Management Corporation; Ambassador of Commerce,  
  International Business Council of Florida 
John Price Managing Director, Americas Marketing Intelligence 
Terriah Proechel Southeast Regional Coordinator, CARE 
Ramiro Prudencio Managing Director, Burson-Marsteller  
Margaret Pulles CEO PuMa Communications and Cultural Services 
Dr. Susan Kaufman Purcell Director, Center for Hemispheric Policy, University of Miami 
Peter A. Quinter Shareholder, Customs and International Trade Law Group, GrayRobinson, P.A. 
Michael T. Raynor Senior Vice President, Corporate Banking, PNC Bank 
Sherry Reeves Executive Director, Manufacturers Association of Central Florida 
Carolina Rendiero Founder & CEO, Business Centers International 
Racquel “Rocky” Rodriguez Managing Member, McDonald Hopkins LLC 
Martin H. Rogol Principal, Marketing Concepts, Inc. 
Bob Rohrlack President & CEO, Tampa Chamber of Commerce 
Kerry D. Romesburg President, Jacksonville University 
Mark. B Rosenberg, Ph.D. President, Florida International University 
Robert Rowen President, Global Action Coalition 
Mario J. Sacasa Sr. VP International Economic Development Programs, The Beacon Council 



Rabbi Solomon Schiff  Executive Vice President Emeritus, Rabbinical Association of Greater Miami 
Mark Schlakman Senior Program Director, Center for the Advancement of Human Rights, Florida  
 State University 
Ruth Shack  President Emeritus, Dade Community Foundation  
Rachel Shipley Founder and President, Trading Wise, Inc. 
Brian Siegal Executive Director, Greater Miami & Broward Chapter, American Jewish  

 Committee 
Betsy Skipp ONE, Congressional District Leader (CD 18) 
David Smith Shareholder, GrayRobinson, P.A. 
Thomas R. Spencer  Attorney, Spencer Law Firm 
Don Stacks, Ph.D. Program Director, Professor, University of Miami School of Communication 
Cheryl Stockstad President, Limitless International, Inc. 
Col. Manuel Supervielle* Former General Counsel for U.S. and Coalition Forces in Afghanistan 
Steve Toner President/Principal, Coastal Strategies, Inc. 
Lisa Torres South Florida Area Director, World Vision 
Toby Unwin Honorary Consul for the Republic of Austria 
Liane Ventura  Sr. VP International Development and Leadership Programs, The Greater Miami  
  Chamber of Commerce 
Ronald L. Weaver Shareholder, Stearns & Weaver, P.A. 
Ted Weihe Senior Advisor, TCHO 
Frank Wells Chief Executive, World Power and Water LLC 
Most Rev. Thomas Wenski Archbishop, The Archdiocese of Miami  
Deborah Wilkinson  Executive Director, Tampa Bay Trade and Protocol Council 
Eric Williams*  President, Landstar Global Logistics, Inc. 


