Sample Action Alert
May 17, 2010
Take Action Today!

Urge Senate Appropriators to Fully Fund the FY11 International Affairs Budget in 302(b) Allocations
We need your help to ensure the Senate sends a strong, bipartisan message in support of a fully funding the FY11 International Affairs Budget request. Because no further action on the FY 11 budget resolution is likely, we will not have an opportunity (as in past years) to rescind the Senate Budget Committee’s $4 billion cut to the International Affairs Budget on the Senate floor. Therefore, we must mobilize quickly to urge Senators to fully fund the President’s $58.8 billion International Affairs Budget request in the all-important 302(b) appropriations allocations in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

A bipartisan letter -- led by Senators John Kerry (D-MA), Richard Lugar (R-IN), Richard Durbin (D-IL), Christopher Bond (R-MO), and Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) -- is circulating in the Senate to ensure full funding for the International Affairs Budget.  The letter calls upon Appropriations Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye (D-HI) and Ranking Member Thad Cochran (R-MS) to support the President’s full $58.8 billion request in the 302(b) allocations. We face an exceedingly difficult budget environment on Capitol Hill, and so it’s critical that we secure a large number of Senators to sign this important letter.

Contact priority Senators
Urge them to add their names to this important letter

Action Needed:

1. Contact Legislators Now

· E-mail/Send a letter on your business/organization’s letterhead urging Senators to add their names to the bipartisan Kerry-Lugar-Durbin-Bond-Feinstein letter in support of fully funding the FY11 International Affairs Budget. Sample letter is below. Use this easy-to-merge list of priority Senators.

· Call Senate offices directly urging them to sign on. Use the Senate list for phone numbers.

2. Activate Your Network

· Send an Action Alert to Your Network: Use this sample action alert to send a message to your entire network, encouraging your members/associates to contact their Senators 
Please visit the USGLC’s website for all the tools you will need to Take Action: sample letter, talking points, Action Alert, and Congressional office contact information.
Key Messages & Talking Points:

Key Messages:

· Fully fund the President’s $58.8 billion request for the FY11 International Affairs Budget.

· Sign onto the bipartisan Kerry-Lugar-Durbin-Bond-Feinstein letter.

Talking Points:

1. Funds Smart Power Tools. The International Affairs Budget funds America’s “smart power” tools of diplomacy and development – two of the three pillars of U.S. national security. All former Secretaries of State support fully funding America’s priorities overseas.  
2. Part of National Security Funding. Similar to the Bush Administration, the Obama Administration has designated the International Affairs Budget as part of national security funding, along with the Pentagon, Homeland Security, and Veterans Affairs.  Secretary of Defense Gates, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral Michael Mullen, and dozens of retired military leaders support increased investments in development and diplomacy. 

3. Key to Jobs and Economic Growth. America’s economy is closely linked with global trade. Over the past 40 years, trade has tripled as a share of our national economy.  Today, 1 out of 5 American jobs are tied to international trade.  Export promotion programs funded by the International Affairs Budget are essential to expanding U.S. trade in these emerging markets and are indispensable to reaching President Obama’s goal of doubling exports within five years.
4. Promoting Our Humanitarian Values.  The International Affairs Budget demonstrates our compassion for those in need around the world.  We have a proud history of bringing hope to millions of people who live under oppressive poverty, face starvation, battle HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases. Strong U.S. support for these life-saving programs helps foster a healthier, more peaceful world and leverage significant private contributions. 
5. Just 1.4% of the Budget. The $58.8 billion FY11 International Affairs Budget request represents only 1.4% of the total FY11 Budget.  The entire increase of $6.1 billion for the International Affairs Budget represents 0.16% of the overall FY11 Budget request.

6. 60% of Budget Increase is War-related. Of the proposed $6.1 billion increase for the International Affairs Budget, $3.6 billion or 59% of the increase is devoted to the “Frontline States” of Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iraq.

7. Factoring in the Haiti and “Frontline States” Supplemental requests, the FY11 Request is Not An Increase. Assuming enactment of the $4.5 billion supplemental request for International Affairs spending for Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iraq and the $1.9 billion for Haiti, the FY 2011 budget request is actually 0.5% below the FY 2010 enacted total. 
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