US.GLOBAL
LEADERSHIP
CAMPAIGN February 12, 2009

The Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As a group of former top military commanders across all of the armed services, we urge your
support for a robust FY10 International Affairs Budget that sufficiently invests in “smart power” —
elevating our non-military tools of global development and diplomacy alongside a strong
defense. Investing in our non-military tools is essential to ensuring our national security, building
global economic prosperity and demonstrating American moral values.

As you said, “the security and well-being of each and every American is tied to the security and
well-being of those who live beyond our borders.” America cannot rely solely on our military
power to secure our national interests. The global realities of the 21st century require the United
States to utilize the full range of non-military tools as a fundamental pillar of our national
security. Strong U.S. leadership is essential to strengthen democratic governance, alleviate
global poverty, improve human conditions, and harness economic potential.

In times of humanitarian crisis, our military power can provide the logistics and organization to
get help fast to those in need, but the military cannot build sustainable societies. Investments in
our civilian international affairs programs are critical to bolstering our national security by
addressing transnational threats such as terrorism, infectious diseases and proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction, and stabilizing weak and fragile states. The military can only help
create the conditions necessary for our diplomatic, development and humanitarian programs to
effectively address these issues.

This view is shared by Defense Secretary Robert Gates, who has said, “America will be
grappling with a range of challenges to the international system and to our own security — from
global terrorism to ethnic conflicts, to rogue nations and rising powers. And as | have said
before, they will require devoting considerably more resources to non-military instruments of
national power.”

Despite modest increases over the last eight years, the International Affairs Budget remains
under-funded, representing only 1.2 percent of all federal spending and remaining 11 percent
below Cold War levels. This hinders the ability of our civilian foreign affairs agencies to meet our
foreign policy and national security goals, and places greater burdens on the military. Robust
investments in our civilian international capabilities will keep us safer by reducing our
vulnerability to threats from destabilizing forces, reaffirming America’s tradition of moral
leadership and improving America’s image abroad.

We must ensure that our nation is fully equipped to face the global challenges and opportunities
of the 21st Century. As you prepare the FY 2010 federal budget, we urge you to request a
robust International Affairs Budget and we look forward to working with you.
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Admiral Charles S. Abbot, USN (Ret.)
Deputy Commander in Chief,
U.S. European Command (‘98-‘00)

General John P. Abizaid, USA (Ret.)
Commander, U.S. Central Command (‘03-07)

Admiral Frank L. Bowman, USN (Ret.)
Director, Naval Nuclear Propulsion (‘96-'04)

General Charles G. Boyd, USAF (Ret.)
Deputy Commander in Chief,
U.S. European Command (‘'92-'95)

Lieutenant General Daniel W. Christman,
USA (Ret.)
Superintendent, United States Military
Academy (‘96-'01)

Admiral Archie R. Clemins, USN (Ret.)
Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet (‘96-'99)

General Richard A. “Dick” Cody, USA (Ret.)
Vice Chief of Staff, United States Army ('04-'08)

Lieutenant General John B. Conaway, USAF (Ret.)
Chief, National Guard Bureau (‘90-'93)

Lieutenant General John “Jack” Costello, USA (Ret.)
Commanding General, U.S. Army Space and Missile
Defense Command/U.S. Army Space Command (‘98-'01)

Admiral Walter F. Doran, USN (Ret.)
Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet (‘02-'05)

General Ralph E. Eberhart, USAF (Ret.)
Commander, North American Aerospace Defense
Command/Commander,

U.S. Northern Command (‘02-'04)

Admiral Leon A. Edney, USN (Ret.)
Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic/Commander in Chief,
U.S. Atlantic Command (‘90-'92)

Admiral Thomas B. Fargo, USN (Ret.)
Commander, U.S. Pacific Command (‘02-‘05)

Admiral S. Robert Foley, USN (Ret.)
Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet ('82-'85)

(over)

Vice Admiral Lee F. Gunn, USN (Ret.)
Inspector General, U.S. Navy ("97-'00)

General Michael W. Hagee, USMC (Ret.)
Commandant, U.S. Marine Corps (‘03-'06)

Admiral Ronald J. Hays, USN (Ret.)
Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Command (‘85-'88)

General Richard D. Hearney, USMC (Ret.)
Assistant Commandant, U.S. Marine Corps (‘94-'96)

General James T. Hill, USA (Ret.)
Commander, U.S. Southern Command (‘02-'04)

Admiral James R. Hogg, USN (Ret.)
U.S. Military Representative,
NATO Military Committee (‘88-'91)

General James L. Jamerson, USAF (Ret.)
Deputy Commander in Chief,
U.S. European Command (‘95-'98)

Admiral Gregory G. Johnson, USN (Ret.)
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe/Commander in
Chief, Allied Forces Southern Europe (‘01-'04)

Admiral Jerome L. Johnson, USN (Ret.)
Vice Chief of Naval Operations (‘90-'92)

General John P. Jumper, USAF (Ret.)
Chief of Staff, U.S. Air Force (‘01-'05)

General Paul J. Kern, USA (Ret.)
Commanding General,
U.S. Army Materiel Command (‘01-'04)

General William F. Kernan, USA (Ret.)
Supreme Allied Commander,
Atlantic/Commander in Chief,

U.S. Joint Forces Command (‘00-‘02)

Admiral Charles R. Larson, USN (Ret.)
Commander, U.S. Pacific Command ('91-'94)

Vice Admiral Stephen F. Loftus, USN (Ret.)
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Logistics ("90-'94)
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General John Michael Loh, USAF (Ret.)
Commander, Air Combat Command (‘92-'95)

Admiral T. Joseph “Joe” Lopez, USN (Ret.)
Commander in Chief, U.S. Naval Forces
Europe/Commander in Chief, Allied Forces Southern
Europe (‘96-98)

Admiral James M. Loy, USCG (Ret.)
Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard (‘98-'02)

Admiral Robert J. Natter, USN (Ret.)
Commander, Fleet Forces Command/Commander,
U.S. Atlantic Fleet (‘00-‘03)

Lieutenant General Gregory S. Newbold,
USMC (Ret.)
Director of Operations, J-3 Joint Staff (‘00-'02)

Lieutenant General Charles P. Otstott, USA (Ret.)
Deputy Chairman, NATO Military Committee ("90-'92)

Admiral Joseph W. Prueher, USN (Ret.)
Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Command (‘96-'99)

Lieutenant General Harry D. Raduege, Jr.,
USAF (Ret.)

Director, Defense Information Systems Agency/Commander,
Joint Task Force for Global Network Operations/Deputy
Commander, Global Network Operations and Defense, U.S.
Strategic Command Joint Forces Headquarters, Information
Operations (‘00-'05)

Vice Admiral Norman W. Ray, USN (Ret.)
Deputy Chairman, NATO Military Committee (‘92-'95)

General Robert W. RisCassi, USA (Ret.)

Commander in Chief, United Nations Command/Commander in

Chief, Republic of Korea/U.S. Combined Forces Command
('92-'93)

General Peter J. Schoomaker, USA (Ret.)
Chief of Staff, U.S. Army (‘03-07)

Admiral Leighton W. Smith, Jr., USN (Ret.)
Commander in Chief, U.S. Naval Forces Europe/
Commander in Chief,

Allied Forces Southern Europe (‘94-'96)

Admiral William D. Smith, USN (Ret.)
U.S. Military Representative,
NATO Military Committee (‘91-'93)

General Carl W. Stiner, USA (Ret.)
Commander in Chief,
U.S. Special Operations Command (‘90-'93)

General Gordon R. Sullivan, USA (Ret.)
Chief of Staff, U.S. Army (‘91-'95)

Admiral Carlisle A. H. Trost, USN (Ret.)
Chief of Naval Operations (‘86-'90)

General Charles F. Wald, USAF (Ret.)
Deputy Commander, U.S. European Command (‘02-'06)

General Charles E. Wilhelm, USMC (Ret.)
Commander, U.S. Southern Command (‘97-‘00)

General Michael J. Williams, USMC (Ret.)
Assistant Commandant, U.S. Marine Corps (‘00-'02)





